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To all that Love the Lord 
; + Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, 
| eſpecially to thoſe who at- 
' tend upon his Miniſtry, 
| Grace and Peace. 


| "Y OR 
LS H.4'T was once preached to 
| VF your Ears, is now preſented to 
| > your Eyes, accompanied with fervent Prayers 
that the God of all Grace would power- 
- fully impreſs it upon your Hearts. The 
- importunity of Friends is a common Apo- 
i” - logy for publiſhing ſome Pieces, which if 
* Aﬀettion had nat more prevail d than Judg- 
+ ment, might as well never have ſeen the 
> Lizht. How much of this 1 might plead 
> to juſtify or excuſe my appearing in Print 
b #pon this Subjett, many of you do Know, 
A 2 but 


To the READER. 


© but 1 ſhall willingly wave thoſe Reaſons : 
The Weight, the Worth, the Neceſſity of 
the Argument, as they have been my ſtirong- 
eſt Inducements, ſo are they all T ſhall offer 
for my Vindication. i 
The Aze into which Sovereign Providence © 
bas caſt our Lot, does much boaſt of Light, '* 
1 wiſh that a proportionable meaſure of 
holy Heat had accompanied that Light ; 
that Grace, Truth, and Peace might Yove 
been the Glory of our Times. But here we 
muſt bitterly lament that the holy Flame of 
Zeal for the Concerns of Jeſus -Chriſt ; 
that fervent Love ts ll'that. beax bygTmgfe 
11 Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs,” has#de- 
generated. inta, or been expelled hy another 
Fire, not kindled from Flaven, but if we 
may judge of the Cauſe by the Effefts fram 
a contrary Original : The Spirit of -Envuy 
has almoſt eaten up holy . Emulation; and 
we have diſputed ſo furionfly abaut Tratb, 
that we have almoſt loſt.the other balf.-of 
our Religion, Charity.:: | The noiſe of Axes 
and Hammers in bwildingthe Temple: has 
been as' great, as once it *was it. deſtraying 
it ; 


# "6 


To the READER. 
it; this Clamour has drowned the ſofter 


whiſpers of the Spirit of Holineſs and Peace ; 
or Speculations about what is too hich for 
our Reach, and our Quarrels about what is 
too low for our ſerious Regard, have inſen- 
fably worn out Practical Godlinels, and in 
the mean time Religion ſuffers, its Ene- 
mies triumph, its few Cordial Friends mourn 
over it,. and ſuffer with it. 

The Goſpel of our bleſſed Saviour if it 
might have been heard, would eaſily have 
compromiſed all our Differences ; but it has 


fared no better with Religion, than with 


that charitable Perſon, who interpoſmg be- 
tween two Friends engaged with drawn 
Swords, was in the heat of paſſionate folly 
awounded by them both for an unkind Re- 
ward of his Kindneſs. 

It is much to be feared that this will 
be the undeſerved fate of whoever ſhall 


undertake to reconcile contending Friends , 


to make them both his bitter Enemies ; for 


in an Age of Fiery miſtaken Zeal, he that is 
not Scalding Hot, ſhall; be cenſured 
for Lukewarm, and not ' to. be a Bi- 
; A 3 | gor, 


Sh, > 
« 


To the READER. 


oot, will be to be reputed nov a Chri- 
{tian. 

The only Expedient I can recommend to 
you, my beloved Brethren, in this ſad Caſe 
is 5 To maintain Innocence in your own Souls, 
Peace m your own Conſciences, to keep cloſe 


to your Duty; and if for endeavours of 


Love, you muſt be ſo unhappy as to con- 
traft Enmity, to retire with the P[almiſt to 
your God, Pſal. cix. 4. and give your 
ſelves unto Prayer. 

But as the Holy Goſpel of God our Sa- 
viour ſuffers unworthily by our Diviſions, 
and Contentions ; it ſuffers no leſs by our 
unſuitable Converſations : which yet is but 
the evil Effet of an evil Cauſe, the bitter 
Fruit of that poiſonous Root. For as when 
one part of the Natural Body grows great 


beyond its Proportion, it robs the reſt of 


their due Nouriſhment, and Growth ; ſuch 
is our deplorable Caſe ; we have furniſhd 
the Head ſo plentifully with Notions, that 
we have ſtarved the Members of their pro- 
per Supplies, that they cannot perform their 


proper Operations, We bave laid out fo 


much 


bo To the READER. 
= much of our Zeal, and Vigor, upon Con- 
* troverſres, that there's little left to ſupport 
+ the neceſſary things of Praftical Religion, 
7 Holineſs towards God, Repentance from 
-* deadWorks, and the exerciſe of good Works, 
+ and a heavenly Converſation. 
= TBleſs God, from my Soul, that moſt of 
': you are of another Temper, and Charafter ; 
though 1 cannot deny, that the Enemy has 
: ſtudied to ſow Tares among you ; and while 
: we ſlept, bis Emiſſaries and Inſtruments, 
' have watch'd, to bring in among you fome 
> Dottrmes and Praftices which would" have 
# Wounded, if not mortally Stabbed , our 
# Ably Profeſſ on. But bleſſed be the Great 
# Superintendent of his Church, who faith- 
fully watched over you, and againſt them, 
Y and has prevented, and defeated their jubtle 
Malice. 

It's for the ſake of humble ſincere Ones 
8 principally, that 1have drawn up, and ſent 
| forth theſe Papers; who cannot perhaps 
wield a heavy Argument for the Cauſe of 
Chriſt, and againſt its Oppoſers ; and yet 
their Integrity and Uprightneſs keeps them 
A 4 ſecure, 


To. the READER. 
ſecure ; | and the Grace of God an which they © 
humbly and fecurely :depend., enables them | 
to Live down. all the Objeftions of Atheiſts, A 
DeiSts, aud Profane Perſons, by a regu- ® 
lar and exemplary Converſation, - 


We Read of. a Philoſopher, who when a-- 1 


fubtle Sophiſter diſputed zealouſly., that 


there was no ſuch thing as Motion in the 
World ;. faid nothing, but roſe up and walk- 
ed. Nou may poſſibly meet with ſuch Pro- 
fane Wretches, who with great Noiſe and 
Clamonr, would bear you down that there's 
nothing real , nothing ſolid in Religion ; 
that its an empty ineffetual Notion, a curi- 
ous airy Speculation, that has no power upon 
Mens Hearts, no command over their Lives ; 
now if you ſhall meet with this impartunate 
Clamour, which is the beſt Argument they | 
have ; ſay you nothing, but riſe up and 
Walk. Let Men ſee your Holy, Heavenly 7 
Converſation, and this will filence all their 


Cavils, and ſtop the Mouths of all their 


_ ObjeFions, better than yau can do by fine 


force and Dint of Argument. 


And 


* Þ» Gy = 'Q we 


>» Ww 


To the READER: 
And yndeed, tet us Diſpute, Write, what, 


3 and while we pleaſe, nothing will vindicate 
# Religion fram the Reproaches thrown upon 
* it by impudent Atheiſm, but the. Holy 
4 Walking of thaſe that profeſs tt. And it's 
J 2 thoyſand pities. that falſe Noftrine ſhould 
7 be credited by 4 ſevere, moroſe and rigid be- 
7 haviour,' -while -Truth t ſelf is blemiſhd, 
# a1d:brought into Contempt by a looſe.one._ 

* : Y Let | 72 therefore . A4nticipate the follow- 
7 ing Diſcourſe thus -far, as to aſſure you, 
= that the Credit of... our Holy Religion can 
never be recovered 'without 


1. 4 wore Conſciencious Sanflification of 


2 the Lord's Day : all pradtical Religion Riſes, 
Falls, Ebs, Flows with that. When a Ge- 
} neration of Men rempved the Obſervation of 
© that Day from Prvine Inſtitution, and laid 
* it upon the Churches Tradition, or the Civil 
# Sanftion, the repute of it ſunk preſently, 


and the” obſervation of it dwindled away to 
nothing. 

2. 4 more conſlant fixed Worſhipping 
God in our Families. As Perſonal Re- 
miſneſs will creep into the Family, ſo will 
Family 


To the READER. F 
Family-Looſeneſs eafily "infef# the Churches. 
It is in vain to Dream that Congregations will * 
be Holy, if Families be Profane. © "80 © 
This one thing further, Brethren, Thave © 

to beg of you, or rather of God for you, 
that you may moſt zealouſly , - and un- | 
weariedly purſue the things that make for - 
Truth, Holineſs, and Peace, and never to © 
divide thoſe things which God has joyned to 

gether, and God, even our God, - ſhall 
give you his Blefli ing. This is the un- 
feigned Deſire, and ſhall ever be the fer- © 
vent Prayer of bim, who is, and ſhall en- 
deavour to approve himſelf to God, to his y 


own Conſcience, and to yours, 


The fairbful Servant 


Feb. 25. . : 
163: of your Souls through Chriſt, © 


Vin, Alſop. 


' The Reader is deſired to Correct theſe few 
Errors, Which notwithſtanding all our 
Care have eſcaped the Preſs. 


7 ; Age 19. Line 27. tor not read yet, p.112. 
- line 16. for heart read hurt. 
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That they may Adorn the Dofrine of God 
our Saviour im all things. 


Ll 


m——" [ya mr Nitoxgaigv T8 awTHegs nugy Os 
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H E Exhortation here given us, is 
of far greater extent than the Oc- 
caſion on which it was given: The 

h Occaſion was narrow, but the E-' 
quitable Conſtruction is wide: It was given 
immediately to Servants, but it reaches their 
Maſters: None {o low as to be beneath it ; 
none ſo high as to be above it : The pooreſt 
Servant in his humble Capacity, muſt de. 
mean himſelf with that Fidelity and Integri- 
ty; that he may Adorn the Doctrine of the Gifbel 
The higheſt Prince in his exalted Orb, muſt 
remember that he has a Lord and Maſter in 
Heaven. In'a word, whatever Figure any 
one makes, whatever Character he wears, in 
whatever Relation he ſtands, whatever Place 
he fills, yet he comes within the compals of 
this Command, to-walk ſoberly, righteouſly, 
B religiouſly; 


2 Praftical Godlineſs 
religiouſly, that he may Adorn th: Dodtrine of 
Ged our Saviour in all things. 

The Chriſtian Religion 5s a Piece of exact 
Symmetry, a Face of excellent Beauty, '7is all 
glorious within, and its cloathing is of wrought 
Gold ; Pfal. xlv. 13. But we mult take up a 
molt bitter Lamentation over it ; its Harmo- 
ny has been diſordered, its Beauty blemiſhed, 
much filth -thrown in its Face, not only by 
the Reproach of declared Enemies, but the 
unſuitable Converſations of thoſe that profeſs 
it, who value themſelves highly upon it ; who 
pretend to have an Intereſt in it, and their 
higheſt hopes and expectations from it. In 
ſhort, it has been wounded in the , honſe of its 
friends. Zac. x111 6. 7 | 

What Plato once ſaid of Yirtue, may be 
more juſtly affirmed of the Goſpel, it it could 
be ſeen in its native and genuine Beauty, 
Ones in ſui admirationem abriperet ; it would 
allure all Eyes, raviſh all Hearts, draw all 
Mens Aﬀettions, and raiſe it {elf a Throne in 
every Man's Conſcicace. But here we muſt 
acknowledge with grief and ſhame, that ci- 
ther we have got ſuch feeble Conceptions of 
it in our own Souls, or fo miſerably mi{- 
repreſented ir to others, that we have rendred 
ic cheap and unlovely, and moſT wretchedly 
{candalized it before the Sons of Men, 

if therefore there be any who have already 


heard, or ſhail hereafter read, this mean, bur 
| welt 
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the Ornament of Religion. 2 


well-meaning Diſcourſe, whoſe pious Souls 
are gricyed that this Holy Doctrine has been 
rrampled in the mire by unhallowed Feer, or 
whole Conſtiences have been toucht, that 
they themſelves have been the Caule of, or 
given occaſion to this Scandal, unto ſuch is 
the word of this Exhortation ſent. That they 
would conſcientiouſly endeavour to retrieve 
the Credit, to vindicate the Honour, and in 
the Language of the Text, to adorn the De- 
arine of God our Saviour in all things, In 
hich words you will eaſily obſerve Thre? 
Parts. | | 

r. The Great End which God has pro- 
pounded to us, and which we are to pro- 
pourid-to our ſelves; that in the whole Courſe 
of our Converſation, we adorn the Dottrine of 
the Geſpel. | 

2. The Extent of this Exhortation ; 7» all 
things, &y mow, Which may refer to all the 
Parts of this holy DofCtrine ; to adorn it un 
all the Precepts, all the Promiſes, all the holy 
Examples laid down therein ; or elſe it may 
refer to all the varions Relations, wherein we 
ſtand; the various Conditions wherein the 
Providence of God may caſt us, that in all 
theſe we make it our Buſineſs to adorn this 
Do@rine to beautify this bleſſed Goſpel. 

3. The Reaſon aſſignd to inforce this Ex- 
hortation ; it 1s the Dottrine of God our Savi- 
nr, +8 rwihegs 14ay Oze, of our Saviour, who 

B 2 is 
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is God : It's the Dotctrine of our God who 
has Authority over us ; the Doctrine of our 
Saviour, who ſhould have the great com- 
manding Intereſt in us ; and our greateſt 
Concerns are wrapt up in it. It's the Dos 
Arine of a Saviour, and it's a ſaving Do- 
Qtrine, and all the Reproach thrown upon this 
Doctrine, falls upon Chriſt, what falls upon 
Chriſt falls upon God ; and whatever Re- 
proach flies ſo high as God, will certainly fall 
down again with an overwhelming Venge- 
ance upon the Head of him that throws it. 

There's little that will need Explication, to 
clear our way to the Doctrine, only rwo words 
may deſerve ſome Conſideration. 

1. Dottrine, S\&%&ox32mz* I will not be fo 
critical to diſtinguiſh it from aq, ſecing 
Suidas makes them Synonymous, Sig wm 
Ts 14049). Thcle two words then are of 
adequate ſignifications, and both of them de- 
note, 1. Hatter of Faith, what we are to be- 
lieve. Or, 2. Matter of Pradtice, wherein we 
are to obey. Thus where the Apoſtle, 7z. 1.9. 
amoneglt the other Characters of a Biſhop, re- 
quires this ; 7 hat he be able by ſound Dettrine to 
exhort. Occamcnins thus gloſles it, Airoug- 
Aia UJ4upeon * that is faith he, 7 xz Iyugmy 
&« um, C iov opFuy Seo xun, ſonnd Dofctrine is 
that which teacheth Orthodoxy, and a repular 
Converſation. Tis that which makes a ſound 
Head, in oppoiition ta Hereſy ; and a ſound 

Heart 
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the Ornament of Religion. 5 


Heart in oppoſition ro Hypocriſy, and both 


theſe will produce a ſound Converſation. 

2. A ſecond Word which I will touch up- 
on, is %gop@gny, that they may Adern. The 
adorninsz commanded, is not by painting Re- 
ligion, or adding any Artificial Colour ro the 
Face of it; 'tis nor by ſuperinducing any var- 
niſh above its natural Complexion ; for Re- 
ligion needs none of our over-officious Skill 
to deck, and trim it up after the neweſt 
Mode, or to recommend it to the wanton 
Aﬀecttions of Men with a meretricious d:c15, 
for Gold needs no Gilding ; but the way of 4- 
corning here enjoynd, is by rubbi::, 
the Ruſt, wipihg off the Duſt, waſhing oX 
the Dirt, which by the injury of Time ir has 
contracted, or by the reproach of Enemies it 
has ſuffered ; that we reſtore ir to its primi- 
tive Luſtre, its original Simplicity, by walk- 
ing up to the Commands, anſwering the De- 
mands, living up to its Ends, and expreſlin 
che' true Native, real Glory of it, in a ſuit- 
able Converſation. | | 

From the words thus opened and cleared, 
I recommend to you this Doctrine. t ought 
to be the conſcientious Care of all that do profeſs 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, to adorn the Doffrine of 
that Goſpel which they profefs in all things. | 

The Apoſtle lays ſo great a Weight upon this 
Duty,as if it were the oze thing,thz only thing > 
ceſſary,Phil.i.27. only let your Converſat iogybe as it 
| | B 2 TH "Pecometh, 
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becom:th the Goſp:1 of Chriſt. And there are 
two {ubſcrvient Duties, which will much 
contribute to this great Deſign. 1. The for- 
mer is Stability, ſtedfaſtneſs in the Faith, that 
y2 ſtand faſt in the Spirit. 2. The other a 
Holy Zeal, that ye ſtrive together for the Faith 
of the Geſpel. Stand faſt without wavering, 
be zealous without cooling ; and let your 
Intereſt and the Name and Glory of your Re- 
deemer, be much upon your Hearts in both 
thcic. 
Vi natever can be {aid upon this Subject, is 
compendioufly ſumm'd up in that other place 
of the ſame Apoltle, which I will give you a 
bricf Paraphraſe upon, and then proceed. 
Phil. iv.8,9. Finally brethren, whatſo:ver things 
are tr 2, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſo- 
ev'r things are juſt, whatſoever thinzs are pure, 
whatſozver things are lovely, whatſozver things 
are of good report ; if there be any wirin?, if 
there be any praiſe, think on theſe things. Thoſe 
thines which ye have both learned, and received, 
and heard, and feen in m:: do, and the God of 
peace ſhall be with you. This is the abſtract of 
what I can ſpeak, or you hear upon this 
Subject : Think on th:ſe things. and do them. 
Digeſt rhe matter well in your Thoughts ; 
concoCt ir throughly in your Hearts, and 
then reduce all ro Practice. "Tis not Specu- 
lation but Action, that muſt recover the Re- 
pure of Religion, and the particulars where- 
1 7M 


the Ornament of Religion. 7 


in you mult be active and zealous are ſuch 
as theſe : 1. Whatſoever things are true, «nn 
Let the Power of Truth in the Heart, evi- 
dence it {ſelf in the Life; and the Grace of 
God in the inward Parts, ſhine through the 
Body in all ſuicable demeanor : It is 7heodo- 
rct's Gloſs upon t 77m. iii.2. The Apoſtle 
(ſays he) would have a Biſhop to be wpepra, 
$50 pov, To pIFryugak, © inclk, C BMeuuak , 
(Ga BaSougk We C dc 7Y T2 1102.T0S @auy Dry Ty 
Tris \ugns owpepaurny, That his whoic car- 
riage be ſuch, ſo comely in his difreurfcs, in his 
habit,in his looks and veſtures; that the Complexion 
of his Soul may ſhine throu7h the Caſe of his Body. 
2. Whatſocver things are honeſt, cepves. That 
we be graye yet not morole, {erious yet not 
auſtere, reſerved without attecation ; that 
as the End of our Converſation is a matter 
of the greateſt Importance, and rhe Rule of 
our Lives of equal Concern, ſo the Meen and 
Air of our behaviour may bear ſome good 
Conformity to them both. 3. Whatſoever 
things are juſf, $ixaz. AS we mult be Holy 
towards God, ſo muſt we alſo be juſt rowards 
all Men ; for Righteouſneſs is Fvuanrelinm 
viſibile : "Tis the preaching of a Goſpel which 
Men underſtand ; our Rcligion teaches us to 

ive to God and Man what is their due ; and 
all the World will conclude rhat if we defraud 
them, we would if it were in our Power, 
cheat our God too ; nor can we ever confute 
i I -- B 4 thoſe 
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thoſe Suſpicions which Men will eaſily enter; 
tain of our Hypocriſy, but by -an exact and 
punctual diſcharge of all thoſe Offices of Ju- 
{tice which we owe to them. 4. Whatſoever 
things are pure, «yvz. Chaſt, modeſt, pure, 


clean ; that our Diſcourſes favour nor of Filthi- _ ? 


neſs, our Behaviour do nor ſmell rank of in- 
ward Turpitude, that we admit not the Fleſh 
to mingle it ſelf with our Courſes or Diſcour- 
ſes, but that in all things our Speech be ſca- 
ſoned with Salt; Adminiſtring grace unto the 
hearers. Epheſ.iv. 29. "Tis a dirty World we 
walk in; he that will walk clean muſt pick 
and chuſc his way with great Care and Core 
{cience. 5. Whatſoever things are lovely, wego- 
G13. Let a Spirit of Candour and holy In- 
genuity breatit in all our Actions, tliat we af- 
fright not Men from Religion by a {our diſob- 
liging way of Converſe: There is a mean,could 
we hit it, between a baſe, creeping, fawning 
proſtitution of our ſelves to the Luſts of Men, 
and a haughty, ſarly Arrogancy which will 
not ftoop or bend to- the benefit of Men ; 
and this mean is that generoſum honeftum, that 
greatneſs of humility which would perſuade 
the prejudiced World to entertain more tole- 
rable Thoughts of God's holy Ways, and 
perhaps in time to try and praQtiſe them. 
6. Whatſoever things are of good report, *#wpnugs 
To decline rhofe PraRtices which carry an 
Appearance of evil with really good Men, 


Ke. 
> 
1 
7 
__ 
FX 
"4 
+2 
& 
3 
Y v 
#: or 
"2 
h 
= 4y 
et 
OS. 
” "E2 
"_ 
[W-2- 
Ohede” | 
Ort of 
"yy: 
oe: 
—"—_ 
_— et 
0 
* 
& 
* 
kd 
F14 
+4 
Pa! 
FE 
L. 
bad 
% 


Now. 


Injury had been offered from which it needed 


the Ornament of Religion. '9 
Now (fays the Apoſtle) 1 there be any virtue. 


If ever your Religion had any commanding 
Intereſt in you, or has had any ſanQifying 
power upon you, And if there be any praiſe. 
If you expeCt the acceptation and approbati- 


' on of God, or the moderate commendation 


of good Men; Then think upon, and do theſe 
things, and for your encouragement, 7he God 
of Peace ſhall be with you. 

In the managing of this Doctrine, I will 
propoſe this Method. 

1. To ſhew what the Adorning of the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel does preſuppole. 
- 2. What it is to Adorn the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel in all things. | 

3. What are the particulars of the Do- 
Ctrine which we muſt Adorn, and how it may 
be Adorned in each of theſe Particulars. 
. 4. I will lay down the Arguments which 
ought to prevail with us herein. 
5. Andlaſtly, I will endeavour to improve 
rhe whole Diſcourſe, and reduce it to Pra- 
Cice. : ; 

F. r. Let us inquire what the Exhorta- 
tion to Adorn the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
does preſuppoſle. 

There was-ſomerthing more than ordinary 
in the matter thar the Apoſtle fo carneſtly, 
and frequently preſſcth this one Point. Some 
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to be vindicated ; ſomething amiſs in their 
Converſation that necded Reformation : and 
we have cauſe to fear that the Caſe is our 
own. Some notable Afﬀront has been pur up- 
on the Goſpel, ſome indignity offered to the 
Profeſſion of Religion , which will render 
our preſent Diſcourſe too pertinent. That 
which is preſuppoled may be reduced to 
theſe Heads. : 

I. That the- DoQtrine of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt conſidered in it ſelf, is a moſt 
beauteous and lovely Doctrine. 

2, That this Doctrine has been miſerably 
blackened, and blemiſhed, by thoſe rhar 
ſhould have given it a better treatment. 

3. That whoever profeſſeth this Doctrine, 
is obliged to waſh off that dirt and filth 
which has been caſt upon it. 

(r.) That we are ſo earneſtly urged to A- 
dorn the Doctrine of our God and Saviour, 
preſuppoſcth rhat as ir came firſt out of rhe 
Hands of Chriſt, it was altogether lovely; 
repreſenting the {weetneſs, and expreſling the 
holineſs of him that gave it forth : And 

T. One eminent Beauty of the DoQtrine is 
this : That thoſe Truths which ſoar the high- 
eſt in Speculation, yet in their deſign and 
rendency, aim at a holy practical Converſa- 
tion : Thoſe which in the Theory reach the 
higheſt Heavens, yer in their Scope ſtoop 
down to the Earth. It was ſaid of Socrates, 
—_— - : | Primus 


Ir 
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Primus Philoſophiam e Nubibus in Terras de- 
duxit : He was the firſt that brought down 
Philoſophy from the Clouds, and made ir an 
uſeful thing ro Humane Life. Ir was greater 
which was iaid of our own Mr. Perkins, Primus 
Theoloziam & calis in Terras deduxit. He was 
the firſt, who amongſt us, reduced Doctrine 
to Application, Speculation to Praftice. How- 
ever that be; moſt certain it is, that every 
Truth, Doctrine, Propoſition in the Goſpel, 
aims at the ſubduing of Sin in the Heart, 
and of the Heart to God ; 'to make us better 
rather than wiſer. The deſign of the Scri- 
pture is not to Amule and Puzzle us, bur ro 
Reform and Sanctifie us : not ta Confound our 
Heads, but to Conform our Hearts, and Re- 
form our Lives to the holineſs of its Princi- 
ples: not to make us loſe our Wits, bur to 
{aye our Souls. - But the truth of this will 
moſt clcarly appear in ſome few inſtances. 

x. "The Doctrine of God's Elefting {ome 
out of the Maſs of mankind, from all eter- 
nity, unto eternal Life, is a Doctrine which 
{xallows up our Reaſons, and we are loſt in 
the depth of it : here indeed Faith will tivim, 
but naked Reaſon, unaſliſted by Revelation, 
will certainly fink and drown in that vaſt 
Abyſs: for who is he that ſtanding upon the 
Shoar of that unfachomable Gulph, will nor 
cry out with Apoſtle, Row. xi. 33. O the d:pth 
of the riches beth of the wiſdom and knowleds of 
CO De NOK. God / 
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God! How unſearchable are his judements, and 
his ways paſt finding out ! And yet when this 
ſublime Doctrine thall produce its effes in 
the calling home of Souls to God, ir comes 
cloathed with viſible Grace, and approves it 
{elf to our experience, and terminates in 3 
practical godlineſs : Eph. i. 4. According as he 
hath choſen us in him before the foundation of the * 
World ; that we ſhould be holy, and without blame * 
before him in'love. As the Sun whoſe glory 
we cannot ſafely behold, nor gaze upon, in 
his meridian Luſtre without endangering our 
Eyes, yet we can comfortably view by Re- 
flection : So that Doctrine which would ſtrike 

us blind, in its direct and immediate Proſpect, 
Adminiſters a ſweet and ſenſible Conſolation, 
when it comes to take hold upon the Heart 

in effeQual Calling. 

Thoſe curious Speculations which Men 
have ſpun out of their own Brains, and wo- 
ven into ſubtle Webs, as the Spider her Nets 
out of her own Bowels, are but Elaborate 
Nothings; refin'd triffles, we may know 
them, and be never the better; be ignorant of 
them, and never the worſe. Only Goſpel- 
DoQtines have this ſingular excellency, that 
they bear hard upon the Corruption of rhe 
Heart to Mortifie it, upon Pride to abaſe it, 
and preſs vigorouſly upon the Conſcience to 
purifie, and pacifie it. They are therefore 
ſtyled in 1 7im.vi. 3. Wholeſome words; eves 
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7 the words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Do- 


etrine which is according to godlineſs : vyavarne 
2m. Wholeſome in themſelves, and healing to 
che Soul; ſuch as being raken down into rhe 
Heart, purge out the Corruption of depra- 
ved Nature, and in a word, it's a Doctrine 
whoſe every line is drawn by the ſtraighr 
Rule of Holineſs; and centers in that one 
point of Godlineſs. 

2. The Doctrine of Redemption is another 
great inſtance of this Truth : what more 
amazing than that God ſhould ſend and give 
his Son, and that the Son ſhould give, and 
offer up himſelf to Redeem loſt, ſelf-loſt Sin- 
nets ; to Redeem them by Price paid ro God 
out of the hand of Juſtice ; to Redeem them 
by Power out of the hand of the Devil: 
This would lead us back ro the Covenant of 
Redemption, between the eternal Father, and 
the eternal Son, when the Counſel of Peace was 
between them both, Zech.vi.13. Bur here we 
may loſe our ſelves, and perhaps not find out 
God, till we relieye our {elves by {ueh Scri- 
ptures as that, 77t. ii. 14. Ze gave himſelf for 
us to Redeem us from all iniquity, and purifie 
unto himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works, Not only Redecming us from Zell, 
but Siz : nor only ro purchaſe, but to purifie 
us to himſelf : nor only to deliver us from the 
future, but from this preſent evil World : 
Gal. i. 4 Not only to reſcue us our of _ 

Devils 
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Devils power, but out of our own, and thus 
this Doctrine terminates in Godlineſs, 77 
Good Works, for {o the Apoſtle concludes his 
Diſcourſe, that he might purifie unto himſelf 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

[[. Another Peculiar Glory of the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel is, that it neyer-more diredtly 
deſigns the advancement of a Sinner, than 
when it abaſes him moſt, and lays him loweſt : 
it ſuits - indeed the Sinners Miſery, but al- 
ways croſſes his Luſt : Empries the Creature 
when it deſigns to fill ir, and humbles the 
—_— Worm that it may exalt it : the Goſpel 

reaks firſt, and then binds up ; Wounds that it 
may Heal, and Condemns that it may Jultifie-: 
It will make the Sinner plead Guilty before 
he be abſolved, Ir ſtrips him Naked before 
it cloaths him; and makes him know and ſee, 
and feel himſelf the moſt beggarly Wretch in 
the World, before it diſcovers the unſearchable 
riches of Chriit. In a word, it will con- 
Vince us all that we are the moſt miſcrable, 
undone, loſt things, 'ere it Saves us. 

And in this Point the Apoſtle has fully ſa- 
tisfied us, I Cor.1.29. 3Z1. That the Method 
of the infinitely wiſe God iſſues in this : 
That no fleſh might glory in his preſence, but he 
that elorieth let him glory in the Lord. 

1z Ele&ion, God had no reſpet to Faith, 
Works or the right uſe of Free-will forc- 
ſeen, — that no fleſh might *glory in his pre* 
ſence * 
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the Ornament of Religion. 5 
ſence : the ſame Method he takes in juſtifying a 
Sinner, — That mo fleſh might glory in his pre- 
ſence: ſo Rom. iii.27, Where is boaſting then 2 


| /t is excluded! By what Law 2 Of Works 
Ny but by the law of Faith. 


There are rwo things upon which the 


| haughty Creature would value it ſelf, ts own 


Righteouſneſs, its own Strength, and we may 
add a third, its own Wiſdom : upon theſe 
eſpecially the proud Worm lifts up its Creſt 
on high ; the gracious God has provided all 
theſe in his Covenant; that the Sinner ſhall 
have Righteouſneſs, ſhall have Strength, ſhall 
have Wiſdom, but none of his own bur 
Gods: 

Firſt, For Righteouſneſs, This is one of the 
ſtrong Holds wherein the proud Fleſh forti- 
fies it ſelf, and goes about to eſtabliſh his own 
righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 3. And this ſtrong 
Hold God will diſmantle, and level ic with 
the ground, before he builds the Houſe upon 
the impregnable Rock of his own righteouſ- 
neſs, i. e. that of Chriſt. Conviction of Sin, 
and comparing our ſelves with the Holy Per- 
fe Law of God will thoroughly efiec this, 
and then the Sinner ſtands upon other rerms 
with God, and his own Conſcience : you 
{hall hear this ſtarely proud Creature ſpeak- 
ing in another Language, when he comes to 
be diſtreſſed abour his fin, Mich. vi. 6. Where 
withal ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow jo/ 

, 


———y— —_o_—_— reg 


16 Praftical Godlineſs 
{elf before the moſt high God > What perplexity | 
is here between the neceſſity of coming, and | 
the hazard of coming? I muſt come before the 
Lord cither to be juſtified, or judged : I muſt 
come before him, both at the Foot-ſtool, 
and ar the Throne : but wherewithal to come, * 
or what to bring that IT may be accepted in #7 
his ſight I find not: my ewn wnrighteouſneſs 2: 
I ſee now to be abominable, and my own righ- (© 
zeouſneſs T am coriviriced is not juſtiftable ; | 
wherewithal then ſhall I come 2 In this di- |* 
ſtreſs, the Goſpel diſcovers Chriſt and his | 
rishtcouſneſs, and when the Sinner accepts, 
receives, lays hold and reſts uponit ; It has | 
encouragement to ſay, ſa. xlv. 22. [n the Lord | 
have T righteouſneſs: In the Lord ſhall all the ©: 


feed of Faced be juſtified, and ſhall glory. Here 


then ſhines out the glory of the Goſpel-Do- 
Arine: it never deſigns a mote perfet Cure 
than when it makes the Sinner ſick at Heart : 
Thus the Spirits Method is, firſt ro convince 
of Sin, and then of Righteouſneſs, Foh.xvi.8. 
Of fin that the Sinner may be abaſed, and 
made willing to accept a Pardon upon Chriſt's 
Terms ; and of righteouſneſs, that the wounded 
Soul may not die of its Wounds : for thus was 
the brazen Serpent lifted up, that they who 
were mortally ſtung by the fiery ones, might 
look, and live, Fohn iii. 14, 15. 
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. . Secondly , Another Strong Hold which 
Man would build up, and God will demoliſh, 
is Man's own flrength. "Tis unaccountable 
char Man ſhould thus Idolize his own often 
baffled, often foiled ſtrength, which was ne- 
ver yet able ro make him ſtand againſt his 
own Corruptions, the Worlds Allurements, 
or the Aſſaults, and Wiles of the Temprer : 
It is the Grace of God alone that muſt take 
us off our own, and place us upon a ſtronger 
bottom; and reach us low to be f{rong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. Eph.vi.1o. 
And now whereas the late difficulry was, 
Wherewithal ſhall I appear before the Lord? 
Another difficuity appears; And I firid that I 
can no more appear againſt the Devil in my 
own Strength, rhan I could appear before the 
Lord in my own Righteouſneſs : he is ſubtle 
and ſtrong; I am fooliſh and weak, yet the 
Goſpel has relieved me : ſa. xlv.24. Surely 
ſhall one ſay in the Lord, have I ſtrength, 

3. A third Peculiar Glory of the Dodtine 
of the Goſpel is, that as it lays the Creature 
low, it exalts and lifts up God on high. 
When the Sinner lies proſtrate at Gods Foot, 
it ſees the Lord moſt gloriouſly exalted upon 
his Throne, 7ſa. vi. 1. ” 

There's no Dot#rine thar ſo vilifies Man, 
none that ſo much glorifies God : in all other 
Syſtemes which Philoſophers had fram'd 
rs rhemiclyes, they provided well ro ad- 

C Yatice 
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vance the Creature, they furniſhed him out 
with his e»n£zao, with 4a Free-will, and put 
him into the hand of his own wiſdom to carve 
himſelf our a happineſs : they made a God 
of their own Moral Virtues, and thoſe Virtues 
were at their own diſpoſal, fo that upon rhe 
matter they were Creators of their Gods : 
Nullum Numen abeſft fi fit prudentia * That thou 
art happy owe to thy ſelf, was one of their 
highly celebrared Maxims. But the Do- 
Erine of the Goſpel gives a clear other 
Scheme of things : that Man is nothing, knows 
nothing, cat do nothing, cannot think a good 
thought, nor purſue it to any goo. Reſolution, 
nor manage the good, nor bear the evil by 
his own Wiſdom or Strength. This Do- 
Arine teaches us to think meanly of our 
ſelves, highly of God: to look upon our 
ſelves as Worms, as Moths, 4s nething, and 
leſs thaw nothing, and worſe than nothing : 
| but how honourably doesit teach us tothink, 
ro {peak of God ; how reverently to Worſhip 
him, how holily to walk before him ; with 
what confidence to truſt him, with what fer- 
yorof Soub to love him, 'and in ſhort to make 
' him the firſt and laſt of all. 
... 4- The fourth and laſt Peculiar Glory of 
the Doftrine of the Goſpel which I {hall 
name at preſent is, that ir never exalts one 
_.of the Divine Artributes to the derogation of 
another. 

Here 
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# Here is Mercy exalted, but withal Juilice 
{atisfied, and while the Free Grace of Go4 is 
upon the Throne, Halinels is enthronzed wit 
it : God can no more Pardo, without iecuricy 
to his- Juſtice, than he can puniſh with in- 
conſiſtency to his Mercy. - 

The minds of Men are ſtrangely deluded 
in this matter, for looking only upon Mercy, 
they forget the {cveriry of his Juliice ; and it 
an imaginary Mercy would bur an{wer the 
ends of their Preſumptions , they take no 
further thought what becomes of the eljcy- 
tial Holineſs of God : But infinite Wiſdom 
has ſecured, and 1{weetly adjuſted the Tnre- 
refts of theſe two great Artribures, Ronin. 26. 
That h: may be juſt, and th. nujlificr ef him, 
that believeth in Feſus > God will juſtihe, 
there's Mercy, but he will be jutt in juſlify- 
ing, there's proviſion made tor his Frftice. 
The Juſtice of God tawusftted on Chriil. 
The Mcrcy of God magnified on the þbe- 
lieving Sinner. Thus Go: will not loſe his 
Glory, and the believing Sinner {hall not loſe 
his Soul. 

There ſeems to be a difficulty in Exod. 
XXSIV. 6, 7. A God pardoning 7n1quity, tranſ- 


greſſion and ſin, and not a God that will by as 


means clear th: guilty. A perplexing Riddle, 
If God will by no means clear the Guilty ; 
how does he. pardon. tranigreſſion 2 Byt his 
Juſtice is as peremptory as his Mercy is 

2 tree ; 
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free : he will no more pardon Tranſgreſſion 
without due compenſation to his Juſtice, 
than he will condemn the Sinner that by 
Faith lays hold on that Compenſation, which 
his Wiſdom has provided, and his Grace | 
offered in the Goſpel : Here then. Mercy and | 
Truth are met together, Rizhteonſn:ſs and Peace | 
have kiſſed each other. And all the Attributes | 
of God do {ſweetly embrace, and harmoni- | 
ouſly agree when the Satisfattion of one | 
makes way for the exerting, and exerciſing of | 
the other, Pſal. lxxxv. 10. } 
(2.) That we are fo carncſtly preſſed ro | 
Adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour, | 
. preſuppoſes, that however beautiful this Do- | 
Ctrine is in it ſelf, ir has been miſerably | 
blackened, defaced, defiled, and much dirc K| 
thrown in the Face of it: which is done vari- | 
- OuS Ways. 
1. Firſf when from the DoQtrine of Di- | 
vine Grace, Mercy, Forbearance and For- ' 
giveneſs, Corrupt Heads and Rotten Hearts F 
draw Concluſions of Licentiouſneſs; that is, F 
when thay interprer Grace into Preſumprion, 
which is evidently to tubvert the End, and 
Defign, to invert the Order and whole Me- 
thod of the Goſpel Doctrine : for though 
. the Goſpel proclaims Pardon of all Sin ro 
the Repenting, it Indulges none to the im- 
penitent - Sinner. He that by ſinning pre- 
ſumes to find Work for Mercy, ſhall find to 
| his 
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his coſt that he was making Work for Venge- 
ance. The Corruption of depraved Na- 
ture has diſcovered it ſelf in many in- 
ſtances ; theſe eſpecially evidence its ma- 
lignity. 

1. When Men will be evil becauſe God 


has been good : The deſign of his goodneſs, 


patience, and tong-ſufferinz, 18 to lead them to 
repentance. Rom. 11. 4 Bur if this goodneſs 
be deſpiſed; and becauſe God is /ong-ſuff-ring, 
they will be the longer in ſinning ; and be- 
cauſe Mercy is {till ſtriving with them, they 
will out-ſtrive that Mercy : they will be con- 
vinced, that they are treaſuring up to them- 
felves wrath azainſt the day of wrath, and the: 
revelation of the righteous judgement of God. 

2. When Man will be, and do evil, thar 
God may be pood in pardoning ; ſuch there 
are who ſay, Kom. ill 8. Let us do evil that 
good may com? : Let us Sin that Grace may 
abound ! Againſt this preſumption the Apoſtle 
thunders out 4 juſt Damnation: and becauſe 
that rhey might pretend that this was only 
the Conſequence of that Doftrine of Free 
Grace which he Preach'd ; he abhors it as a 
feandalous report, and that his Dottrine abet- 
red no ſuch abominable Inferences : he owns 
indeed, Roms. v. 20. That where fin atound:d, 
grace did much more abound, but he denies 


the Conſequence, chap. vi. :. Thar therefore 


any ſhould continee in fin that grace might as 
bound. C 3 The 
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| The Apoſtle Fad: ver. '4. - notes thoſe uns | 
godly ones, who turned th: grace of God into 
Liſcivicuſneſs. "AacBas, my Ts Os nw wr 
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deſerve obſervation. 1. What it was they * 
thus wretchedly. abnſed : It was the grace of 
God: not the work of Grace upon their Hearts, 
for that they were Strangers to; they were * 
#76as, {ych as had thrown oft /all worſhip 
of God; bur it was the Doerine of Graces 


which is indeed ſometime called Grace, be- # 


cauſe it is a revelation of free rich Grace of- * 
fered to the Sons of Men. 2.Into what did they *' 
rurn this Grace? into Lafcivieuſneſs, or an un- 
bridled Licence to commit all. manner of ini- 
quity with greedineſs. 3.. But how could 
they do this Abominable:thing ! They did it 
by a Metathefts: moſt wickedly trantpoſing; 
inverting, and perverting the Order; Me» 
thod, and defign of God and his Golpel in 
every thing ;. and what ſhould have been. the 
{trongeſt Argument to withdraw them from 
{in, they made their great encouragement” to 
fin; and thus rhey turned the point'of God's 
argument upon himſelf. JE 7 £065 

2. Secondly, When Men take up a Pro- 
feſſion and form of Religion; but deny the 
power of it upon their Hearts, and in their 
Lives - this is'one of the Characters of thoſe 
perillous, thoie laſt, and: worſt. of days. 
2 Tim. i. 5. [daving a form: of godlineſs, tut 
| OE denying 
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denying the power thereof : for the great end of 
rhe Goſpel is to Convert Sinners unto* God, 
to ſubdue them to the Authority of Chriſt; 
bur theſe Wretches repreſent it as a weak and 


| inefficacious Doctrine that has no power nor 


prevalency upon their Souls, they deny the 
power of it. There's nothing more certain ; 
than that if Mens Religion does not drive 
out their Luſts, their Luſts will drive away 
their Religion : and yet theſe will be lowers of 
their own ſelves, covetous, toaſters, proud, 
blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affeftion, truce-breakers, 
falſe accuſers, incontin:nt, fierce, and deſpiſers 
of them that are good, and yet which is won- 
derful,: they will maintain 4 form of god- 
lineſs. 

If you ask them, Do you believe in God the 
Father Almizhty, maker of Heaven and Earth 2 
They will tell you they firmly believe it : 
Ask them again; Do you believe i» Feſus 
Chriſt his only Son our Lord: that he was cos 
ceived by the Floly Ghoſt, born of th: Virgin 
Mary, that he ſuffered uad:r Pontius Pilate, 
was Crucified, dead and buried, that he deſcer- 
ad into Hell ? And allthe other Articles of the 
Creed; All theſe they ftedfaſtly believe | But 
when this Nocrine commands {ubjection of 
Soul to all rhele Truths ; 7hat we ſhould live 
to him that died for us, and roſe again. 2 Cor.v. 
15. Inthis point they delire to be exculed ; 

| 4 which 
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which is an evident affront td the Goſpel ; 
whoſe deſign is fo turn th:m to God from Idols, 
to ſerve the living and true God, 1 Thell. i. 9. 
This is it, which eviierices that the Goſpel 
comes not in word only, Ent in power, and in the 
holy ghoſt, ver. 5. And {o the {ame Apoſtle, 
Rom. Vi. 17. gives thanks to God, that they 
who had once been the ſervants of fin , had 
obeyed from their heart that form of Doctrin: 
which was delivered unto them: or rather, that 
unto which they had been delivered. es oy ae- 

OTE. | | 
Men may be ſound, and Orthodox in their 
Heads, and yer Hetrerodox, and rotten in 
their Hearts : They can afford to lend Chriſt 
an Ear, and give him a civil hearing, ſtill re- 
ſerving their Luſts ro themſelves, and their 
Hearts for the World ; and when the Word 
demandsentrance into, and to have a Throne 
in their Hearts, they deny it the command- 
ing power, and bid it ſit below at the Foot- 
ſtool, ſending away the bleſſed Goſpel dit- 
appointed, and aſhamed, wy 
3- Thirdly, The Goſpel has been exceed- 
ingly ſtained, when it's -entertained for no 
other end than to ſubſerve fome baſe low de- 
ſign of the Fleſh, and made' a flave to ſome 
worldly intereſt. "This Reproach' the: Phari- 
fees caſt upon their own Religion Mat.xxiii.14. 
who under the Covert, and Colour, of long 
Prayers, drvoured widows hevfes.* Tleppaoy' A 
| 2 - nw 
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pretence indeed they had, but it was fo thin 
and tranſparent, that an ordinary Eye might 


fee through it, and diſcover the wicked De- 


ſign at the bottom. Such were they, 1 7im. _ 
Vi: 5. who fappoſed Gain to be Godlinzſs. Bur 
molt notable was the Inflance af Sim the 
Sorcerer, ACt. viii. 13. This famous Hypo- 
crite was baptized, nay, believed and adbered 
ro Philip, and was free of his Money too; 


. bur all was that he might make his Markers 


of Religion, that he might purchaſe the Gifr 
of Miracles for himſelf and his Diſciples, and 
{o maintain his former Repute that he was 
fome Great Thing, the very Power of God 
amongſt the deluded People. But all this 
Project was defeated and blown away with 
one breath of St. Peter's Mouth, thy Money 
periſh with thee, 

We have a Generation of Men in our Age, 
denominated from this $02, who have dri- 
ven a mighty gainful Trade by the Goſpel; 
who buy or {zl} rhe Superintendency of Souls; 
whoſe Money, and we may juſtly fear, their 
Souls too, and thoſe of their Flocks periſh 
together. Thele are a horrid Scandal to Re» 
ligion, not ſceking Chriſt, but themſelves ; 
not feeding rhe Flack, but their own Pride 
and Ambition ; who when the Great Shepherd 
Jball appear, muſt be compelled to ſtand before 
his preſence, but will not dase to lift up 
their Faces with a holy and humble Conti 
227 1 FE dence, 
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dence, and ſhall receive a juſt Recompence of 
Reward. | 

4. A fourth thing that has blemiſh'd the 
" Doctrine of the Goſpel, is thoſe ſwarms of 
camnable DoQrines which have been poured 
out upon the World ; of theſe the Apoſtle, 2 Per. 
it. I, 2. has propheſied. That there [hall be falſe 
teachers who privily ſhall bring in damnable he-- 
reſies, even denying the Lord that bourht them ; 
and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtrueFion. And 
many (hall follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon 
of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. 
That they ſhall: bring upon themſelves ſwift de- 
ftruftion, is very ſad, bur the leaſt part of the 
evil, they have juſtly deſerved it ; bur that the 
way of Truth ſhould be evil ſpoken of, which 
has not deſerved-it, is moſt deplorable. 

(3-) The Third and Laſt thing ſuppoſed 
in the Apoſtles exhortation is, that every Þ 
ene of us in our reſpective places and ſta» | 
tions, do engage as far as in us lies, to re- ® 
ſtore Religion to its Primitive Luſtre and 
Splendor, and {o to retrieve the Reputation of 
it ; to adorn it inall things. In order to which 
bleſſed End, I will only at preſent offer a 
few things : TOR en 

1. Would we recover the original Beauty 
of the DoQtrine of the Goſpel ; we mult fo 
walk, {o ad, live as thoſe that believe Invi- 
ſible things to be the greateſt Realities. 


Without 
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Without breach of that Charity which we 
owe to all Men, or pretending to ſearch the 
heart; wedo ſee,anu' may ſay, that many walk, 
as if all their hopes were terminated by their 
Eyes, and that they believe no other World, 
no other Reward, than what is within the 
reach of Senſe. | 

But - this. was the Glory of the ' Apoftle 
Pawl, 2 Cor. 1v.18. that lie loot 4 not at the 
things that: were ſcen; but at the things not ſeen. 
His main ſcope and hope was in nvilibles ; 
an invifible-God, an invifible World had that. 
influence upor his Soul, that he was born up 
under. att preſent preſſures ; . could glory in 
all his prefenc tribulations, upon the hope of 
a fature Recompence.. 'This was. it whiclt 
made Mofes endure, as ſeeing him that was invi- 

ſible, Hebixi. 27, And if we ſearch-into the 
Reaſon of this otherwiſe unaccountable refo- 
lution, we have it, v. 1... Faith is the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for, the: evidence of things not 
feen. ':1f Faith can render the future Workd 
preſent ; if it can repreſent the unſeets World 
to the Eye; if it can bring down Heaven and 
lay it with all its Glory before us, it will ceach 
us to live at another rate, than we can poſ- 
ſibly do upvn the propoſal of all- things to 
our Senſe. This will teach us to wait,” and 
ro poſſeſs our Souls in'patience whillt we. wait 
{o. For thbte tlungs wich Chriſt has promiſed 
to them that loye, and-/from love obey him. 

OY Rom. 
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Rom. viii. 25. If we hope for that we fee net, 
then do we with patience wait for it. This 
was it which taught the Primitive Chriſtians 
to rejoyce, I Pet. i. 8 Whom having not ſeen, 
ye love; in whom tho' now ye ſee him not, yet 
believing ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory. 

2. Convince the World that you can truſt 
your God upon his naked word ; who will 


believe your Religion, has any thing ſolid 


and ſubſtantial in it, if you cannot depend 
on the promiſe of him whom you ſay you 
have choſen, and raken for your God. We 
lee it evidently, they that have choſen the 
World for their Portion, can truſt its Promi- 
ſes and take its Word for good Payment ; 
what a reproach then will it be to thoſe who 
have a better God, but a worſe Faith than 
they that have a worle God ? 

Let all Men therefore fee that you dare 
follow your God on the Credit of his Truth ; 
that you can truſt him, for the Re-imburſe- 
ment of whatever you ſhall lay our for his 
Name, or loſe for his ſake. Compel Men 
to acknowledge that you dare avow your 
Conſciences againſt all rhe Damage you can 
poſlibly ſuſtain for ir, or from ir; convince 
an unbelieving Generation that there are 
thoſe who know their God ſo well, that they 
can truſt him, and tho' you apprehend you 
may probably loſe. ſomerhing for him, yer 


you 
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you ſhall loſe nothing by him, you have ir 
under his Hand, he will Repay it. | 
Glorious was the Faith of AdZraham, 
Heb. ii. 9g. Who ſojourn'd in the land of Pro: 
miſe, as in a ſtrange Country, becauſe he could 
confidently and comfortably look for a City 
that had foundations, whoſe builder and maker 
was God. v. to. Such was the Faith of Moſes. 
v.25. Who choſe rather to ſuffer affliction with 
the prople of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
fin for a ſeaſon ; eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt 
greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt, for 
h: had reſpet# unto the recompence of reward. 
In which Heroical Actings of Faith, we can- 
'not bur obſerve ; Firſt, The Value, the diffe- 
rent Value that he put upon things. Se- 
condly, The Choice he made in purſuance of 
tha: Valuation. Firſt, Let us conſider his 
eltimare of things ; he eſteemed the Reproach 
of Chriſt greater Treaſures than the Riches of 
Egypt ; where the two things put into the 
oppoſite Scales, are the Reproach of Chriſt in 
the one, and the 7reaſures of Ezypt in the other, 
And what Man looking on theſe withan Eye of 
Senſe, would not eſteem the Treaſures of 
Egypt preferable ro Reproach and Scorn? Bur 
there was ſomething that turned the Scale in 
his Judgment, ſomething that gave him a 
Holy Byaſs, that he judges the worſt thing 
an Religion, berter than the beſt in Zzypr. The 
beſt rhing thar Zzypr could boaſt of, or court 
him 
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himwith, was its Treaſures : the worſtirhing 
Religion could affright him with, was Re- 
proach, eſpecially if it goes ſo high as an 
ignominious Death : And yer he eſtcoms the 
repreach of 'Chriſt greater riches than the trea- 
fares of Ezypt ; becauſe he kept his Eye faſt 
fix'd upon the Recompence of Reward. Second- 
ly, Let us not wonder if this was the value 
and eſtimate he made of things,that his Choice 
was proportionable ; he choſe rather :to ſuffer 
affliction with th? people of God, than to enjoy th: 
pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon. Two things arc ſet 
before him, and upon-his good or evil Choice 
depznded Life or Death, Afiidtion and Plea- 
ſure. And is this a Meaſuring Caſt » Or car 
any one 'be long in-{uſpence which to chule : 
Affliction .is evil, Pleaſure is good : True, 
-but "thoſe Aﬀlictions were to be born with 
'the Church of God, in which he might be 
aſſured of God's gracious Preſence, his power- 
ful Protection, his ſeaſonabie Grace to help in 
time of need. And for the Pleaſures, they 
were polluting and- perilhing:Pleaſures, which 
would leave a ſling in the Conſcience, to 
imbitter the remembrance of them, and there- 
'fore. his Judgment ſwayed and determined 
his Choice that way. . 

This, and; nothing withour this will con- 
'vince Men that you take the Promiſes for 
:True,” that: thele thall be reſponſible ro your 
;Faith; that Gol ſhall be reſponſible for his 
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Promiſes, and that his Truth, his Faithful- 
heſs and Omnipotency ſhall be reſponſible 
For God. ' . +» 

3- Thirdly, Let this one thing more be 
made appear, that you are under a Law to 


'God, Thar the preceprive part of the Word 


has taken as ſtrong hold upon your Hearts, 
as your Faith has taken on the promiſſory 
Part. This will ſatisfy all the World, thar 
you are in good earneſt with Religion, when 
you live in the practice of the moſt Fleſh- 
diſpleaſing Duties; that you can deny 
the moſt profitable tempration to ſin, and 


| that you walk as thoſe that firmly believe 


your Religion will bear its own Charges. 
The power of the Word reſtraining us from 
the moſt gainful ſin, and conſtraining 'us to 
the moſt chargeable Duty, will be a moſt 
pregnant Proof, that God 7z with us, and Reli- 
gion in us of a Truth. 

Bur let thus much ſuſfice to rhe firſt general 
Inquiry, viz. what this Exhortation 70 \adorn 
the Doctrine of our God and Saviodr doth -pre- 


ſuppoſe. 


F. 2. Proceed we now to the ſecond genzral 
Tangquiry : Whart doth it imply to adorn the Do- 
' FFrine of the Goſpel in All things? To this the 
anſwer (muſt -be -returned - in many Parti- 
culars, 


( x.) That 
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(rt. ) That the Dodtine of the Goſpel muſt 
be Adorned i» Civil as well as Sacred Afﬀairs. 
Ir's not enough that we demean our elves 
decently and reverently in Acts vf immediate 
Worſhip, we muſt walk in the ſame fear of 
God, under the ſame holy awe, in our fe- 
cular Buſinefſes: Religion muſt command even 
our Recreations, our Diverſions, our Con- 
verſes, our particular Callings As carnal 
earthly Hearts will carnalize- their Religious 
Performances, ſo will ſpiritual Minds {piri- 
tualize their common Employments. Ir's far 
thorr of the Whole Duty of Man. That we 
Sanctify the Lord's Day, we muſt Sanctify 
our own. God has indeed graciouſly indulged 
us ſix Days in the Week to labour in, but 
not one of thoſe Days, nor one moment in 
any of thoſe hours, wherein we may do the 
Work of the Devil and the Fleſh. | 
If ever we will pretend, to Credit our Re- 
ligion, we muſt evidence Holineſs in the Shop, 
as well as in the Church ; in our own Hou- 
fes, as well as the Lord's; we mnſt be Holy 
in Trading, as well as Praying; we muſt San- 
Aify the Name of God at our own Tables, is 
well as the Lord's Table. 1 Cor. x. 31. Whe- 
ther therefore ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God, And again; 
x Pet. 1.15. As he that hath called you is holy, 
fo be ye holy in all manner of converſation. 
'Ey mzoy ayacertn In all the windings and 
FPrpmIngs 
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turnings of your liv:s. There's nothing law- 
ful, though never ſo remote from Heaven, 
bur may be laid in a right line and due {ub- 
or-ination to it ; and when we cannot actu- 
ally intend our ultimare end, yet muſt we 
virtually refer all unto it; rhis 1s that which 
has reproach'd Religion. that what warmth 
we get in the Worſhip of God, we preiently 


loſe it, and grow luke-warm, perhaps itone- 


cold when we depart from it: And thus 
whatever we build up ar the Church in one 
day, we are plucking down all the week after. 

(2.) We mult adorn th? Doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things. In ſecond Tail: Du- 
ties as well as thoſe of the jirf : The {ame 
God who ſees and obſerves the temper of 
our Hearts in Dealing with himſelf, oþferves 
it alſo in our Treatings and Dealings with 
Men ; would we approve our ſincerity before 
an all-ſeeing God, approve it allo 1n our 
Treatings,Converiings and Tranlattings with 
Men. 

There are ſome excellent #rj/ Tazl: Chris 
ftians, who will not fwear lightly ; nor take 
God's Holy Name into their Mouths profane- 
ly ; that ſeem ro make a Conſcience of the 
Lord's Day ; that are ſevere in regulating 
the Worthip of God by his Word : And yet 
if common 'Fame may be credited, are unacr 
no ſuch ſevere Bonds .of Conſctence mm their 
Covenants, Contracts and Engagements mo 

D LOGLr 
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their Brethren ; bur the Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel would have taught them another Letlon, 
7it. 1. 12. which teaches us to carry it Righte- 
ouſly towards our Neighbour, Sob:rly towards 
our ſelves, and Godly towards our God. What 
2 rare Pattern was David, Pal. ci. 2. will be- 
have my ſelf wiſely in a perfect way ; I will walk 
in the midſt of my re with a perfect heart. 
He will be a Holy King upon the Throne, a. 
Holy Judge upon che Bench, a Holy Ge- | 
neral in the Field, Holy in the City, and F 
Holy in the Country ; for a perfect Heart 
had taughr him to walk wiſely in a perfect 
Way. | 

if therefore we deſign to vindicare the 
Glory of Religion, none mult 20 beyond, over- 
reach, or defraud his brother ; x Thell. iv. 6. 
our Covenants muſt be kept, tho' we ſuffer 
by it, Pſal. xv. 4. Truth muſt be ſpoken to, 
and kept with our Neighbour, and that Neigh- 
bour muſt be every one that partakes with us 
of Humane Nature. 

(3-) 7a all thinzs. In holy Works as well 
as holy Words : Ir's not well-taying, but well- 
doing, that muſt wipe oit the Reproach that 
has been thrown upon our holy Profeſſion, 
r Pet. 11, 15. So zs the will of God that by well- 
acing, ye put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh 
©. Fooltdh Men will be laviſh of their 
Tongues, they will be reproaching Religion, 
' and the Religious ; this evil-ſpeaking is the 
eftet 
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efiet of their ignorance ; but the queſtion is, 
how ſhall we filence them, and itop their 
Mouths for the future 2 This he reſolves, as 
the Diretion of God himſcif. *Tis. by well 
aving : Words are cheap, Works are charge- 
able, and will coſt us more to perform 
them. 

[c's a mortal ſtab that is given to Religion, 
when the Profetiors of it, talk as high as 
Heaven, and yet walk as low as this dirty 
Earth. When our Ntions and Profeſſions ſeem 
roo high for this World, and yer too low for 
the next. Words without Works, are a 
Language which Men do not underſtand ; 
we ſpeak ro them in an unknown Tongue : 
bur ro be Beneficent, Charitable, to do them 
good ; to relieve the Diſtreſſed, to deliyer 
rhe Oppreſied, ro make peace among Con- 
rending Neighbours. This is a Dialect which 
is Vernacular to all the World. _ 

Had we judged of a Phariſee by the Ear, 
and not by the Eye, he had been the moſt 
excellent Saint on Farth ; but our Saviour 
notes them for this : atth. xx1ii. 3. They ſay, 
and do not : Nay our bleſſed Saviour rgbukes 
his own Diſciples upon this Account. Luke vi. 
46. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and ao not the 
things that T ſay ? | 

Let that therefore be ours, which was the 


Motto of a great Man in his time, Nez 


magna loquimur ſed vivimus, Let Men fee; 
D » Ag 
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as well as hear us; that our {#ght may ſo ſhine 
Lcfore men, that thry ſeeing our good works 
may glorifie our father mhich is in heaven. 
Matth. v. 16. 

( 4.) In tf things. Tn Paſſive as well as 
Active Obedience, In ſuffering according to 
the will of God, as well as ating in obedi- 
ence to it: It's a very poor Religion that 1s 
not worth ſuffering for. We muſt expect 
otherwite no better Language than this ; ſure- 
ly if theſe Profeſſors did really believe their 
God to be Fairhful and True, they would 
eruſt him. Did they believe th? Recompence of 
Ryward, they would venture their All upon 
ir. Did they believe their God able to re- 
pay them, to reimbrurte them, in what they 
thould lay out, and loſe for his ſake, they 
would generouſly forlake all at the Call, and 
for the Cauſe of their God. 

Sufferings have ever been the Teſt,' the 
Ordcal by which Chriſt has Proved his Diſ- 
ciples: Mark x. 17, 18. A young man comes 
runmins to _— aS1t in great haſte for Hea- 
ven: and that he might juitifie his Obedience, 
which- he hoped would juſtifie him; he a- 
vouches it to Chrift, that he had kept all the 
commandments from his youth, he began early, 
coninucd long, promiicd to perſevere to the 
end : | confets 1 tuſpett he either lye4 againſt 
his Confcience, or ele had a very bad one ; 
and he had been more hopeful, if from a 

| {ound 
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found Conviction he had bitterly cried our, 
All theſe commandments I have broken from wy 


qouth : Bur be it fo ; Chriſt willing to try 


the truth of his 4&#iv: by his Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, put him upon this Trial:: Go, az ſell all 
that thou haſt and give to the peor, and thou 
ſhalt have treaſure in heaven: This was. a 


pinching Word indeed ! The Neck-Verſe for 


a Hypocrite | Methinks I {ce his Courage 
cool, his Countenance change, - and grow 
pale ; Amazement and Confuſion in his Looks; 
he turns about, and goes away ſorrowful, for 
he had great poſſeſſions. 

Upon no lower Terms than theſe mult we 
hope to Recover the. Glory departed from 
our Profeilion: Then when we can cal al! 
at Chriſt's Feet, reſign all into his Hands, 
and , whether he. gives or takes, . {ay with 
holy Fob. Jobi 21x. Zhe Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the: name of the 
Lord. 7 22 YE 44 

Let us therefore:fer before-our Faith, and 
imicate the Father of rhe fairhful : Go, xxii. 
who when called. of. God to offer-up:his San, 
his anly Son, his well-beloved Son, the Son 
of the Promiſe.; and that in- a way, which 
ieemed- to Cantravene the .Law: of Nature, 


the poſitive Law of God, yet diſputed nor, 


delayed not, but gave this clear Namonſtra- 
tion that he had nothing roo Dear for his 
Gad. | 

D 3 5.) t 
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 (5.) Jn all things. Whether in a more mar- 
row and private ; or in'a more enlarged, and 
publick capacity. The Heavenly Orbs are of 
different Diameters ; yet they move regularly 
according to the Laws impoſed upon them 
by their Creator. The Stars arc of differing 
[Luſtre and Glory : and yet they ſhine, and 
grudge not their influences to this lower un- 
grateful World, which returns chem nothing 
bur Fogs and Miſts to obſcure their Light 
and Beauty. God has placed us All in Spheres 
of diticrent. Circumferences : how {mall {o- 
ever they be, let our Motion be Regular and 
Orderly : he has filled us with various degrees 
. Grace and Gifts; let us lay our all faithfully. 
There are various Talents with which our 
Soveraign Lord has 'intruſted. us ; for kind, 
!for number, x-Cor.:xi1. 11. + Wrought by that 
:one, and the fame ſpirit, dividing to every one 
feverallgas he will. ortho : 
If then our Talents be few, let's be faith- 
fol inthe wſing; diligent»in'-rhe ' improving 
them' : he profitable iſervaut, Marth. -uxy. 
.was not{ condemned becanſe-he had: bur: ox: 
'Zalent, but: becauſe he hid it.in a Napkin. He 
'that has -bur- a little; ſpot of Ground; may 
Cultivate* it, -and. ſhew: thavidiligence in im- 
proving.ir, 'thar it may reward his Labour 
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Since I conſidered that paſſage in the Hi-. 
ſtory of Abſalom, 2 Sam. xv. 4 O that 1 
were made judg in the Land, that every one that 
has axy ſuit or cauſe might com? unto me, and 
I would do him juſtice. It has taught me ne- 
ver ro be ambitious of great things, without 
more Grace to manage them : but we are 
frank and liberal in our Promiſes to God, 
ro Men, and to our ſelves. The poor Man 
{ays, O had I Riches, how rich would I be 
in good Works ? The Illiterate fays, O that 
[ were Learned, what ſervice would I do. But 
let us Pray that we may have Graceto be uſe- 
ful, and {crviceable with what we have : that 
whether in a narrow, or more dilated Capa- 
city, we may Adern the doctrine of our God 
and Saviour in all things. 

(6.) In all thinzs, In affirmative? as well as 
negative Duti:s. "Tis not enough that we 
Curſe not God, we muſt Bleſs him. The 
Phariſe:, Luke xviii. 11. had a Religion made 
up moſt of Negatives, with a {mall {prinkling 
of lefler Duties, and not without a mixture 
of Superilition. Gea, 7 thank thee, 7 am not 
as other m:a are; extortion?rs, unjuſt, adulterers, 
or even as this Publican. 467 

When the final Sentence ſhall- paſs upon 
every wicked Man, it will proceed thus, 
Matth. xxv. 42. I was hungry and ye gave me 
no meat : I was naked and y? cloathed me not : 
T was fick and in priſon, and ye viſtied me not. 

D 4 The 
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The Inditment will not be laid that they 
plucked. the Bread out of the Diſciples 
Mouths; but that they did not feed them: 
Nor &id the Charge run, that they ſtripp'd 
the Cloaths off the Saints Backs ; but that 
they did not Cloath them. They are not 
Accuſed that they Caſt them into Priſon ; 
but that they relieved them not, viſited them 
not, when there : we have all cauſe ro Pray 
with the holy Perſon, Lord pardon my fins of 
Omiſſion. Negatives will never intitle us to 
that bleſſing of [;zving many days, and ſeeing 
much coed. We muſt join the Affirmative 
with them, Pſal. xxxiv. 14. Depart from evil, 
and do good. 

(*.) In all things: In all Companies whe- 
ther holy cr n7holy, The Apoſtle difcharges 
the Corinthians, x1 Cor. v. 9, 10. from the 
Company of Fornicators : And yet he ieems to 
correct, or limit the Prohibition, yet zet al- 
together with the forvicators of this world, or 
with the covetous, or extortioners, or with Ino- 
laters ; for in that Latitude the Command 
would not be practicable : fer then, {ays he, 
92 muſt needs go ont of the werld. Either a 
Chriſttan mult retire wholly from all Buſineſs 
in the World, or muſt quite remove his Sta- 
tion ints the other World. A godly Man then, 
may poſlibly be caſt among{t chem, though 
a prudent Man will not of Choice frequent 
them : The holy Art, and Skill, is how he 

may 
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may Adorn the Goſpel when he is inevitably 
thrown amongſt them. And it's a-good Rule ; 
that if we cannot make wicked Men aſhamed 
of their wickedneſs, yet ſhould we neither be 
aſhamed of, nor a ſhame to Holineſs: if they 
will not go to Heaven with us, [et us not in 
complaiſance £0 to Hell with them. Though 
Prudence will adviſe us to be wiſe as ſerpents : 
a good Conſcience will oblige us to keep 
our ſelves innocent as Dev?s : That our un- 
{eaſonable Raſhneſs may nor expoſe us to the 
fury of Men ; nor our temporizing Compli- 
ance, to the wrath of God. David had 
ſtudied this Caſe with great accuracy. Pſal. 
XXXiX. I, 2, 3. 1 will keep my month with a 
bridle while the wicked is before me. I was dumb 
with filence ; T held my peace, even from good: 
and my forrom was ſtirred: My hart waxed hot 
within me ; while I was muſins the fire kindlea, 
then ſpake I with my tongn?. 

Here was a notable conflict in David's ſou! ; 
betwixt his Prud-znce and his Zeal, while the: 
wicked were before him. Prudence adviſed 
Silence ; Zeal counſelled Speech : while the 
Cale was deſperate, and no hope of doing 
good appeared, Prudence prevailed, he was 
/1l-2t: but as ſoon as there appeared fair pro- 


bability of doing more good than harm; or 


rather ſome good, and no harm; thea Zeal 
unlock'd his Lips, and he ſpake with his 
tongue, A modeſt word in ſeaſon, even a- 


mongſt 
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mongſt the Profane, has proved a ſeed of 
God lodged in the mind, which Divine 
Grace in due time has awakend to Conyer- 
ſion. | | 

Ler us therefore earneſtly beg of God 
this mixture of holy Zeal, and holy Pru- 
dence : That when Providence ſhall caſt our 
Lot into evil Company, though we muſt 
have ſome Commerce with wicked Mens 
Perſons, we may have no Communion with 
them in their wickedneſs. I conclude this 
Head with that blefſed Advice of 1 Per. ii. 12. 
Huving your converſation honeſt among the Gen- 
tiles, that whereas th:y ſpeak againſt you, as evil 
doers, they may Ly your good works, which they 
ſhall behold, glorifie God in the day of viſitati- 
on. 1 Pct. 1ii.13. Having 4 good conſcience, 
that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as evil 
doers, they may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your 
zood converſation in Chriſt, 

(8.) 7n all things.. In all thoſe Relations 
wherein the goodneſs and wiſdom of God 
has placed us. It has pleaſed the Soveraign 
diſpoſer of all things, in his own World, 
which he powerfully made, and wiſely Ad- 
miniſters, to {et his Rational Creatures in 
ſeveral Relations, ſome he has appointed to 
govern, others to obey ; but whatever Poſt 
the Divine Pleaſure has allotted us to keep, 
our buſineſs muſt be to Adorn the Doctrine 
of our” God and Sayiour in All things. 
8 Rom. 


hn, 


f 
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Rom. it. 6, 7, 8. Having therefore gifts dif= 
fering according to the grace that is given us, 
-— whether miniſtry, let us wait on our one minis 
ſtring ; or he that teacheth on teaching ; or he 
that exhorteth on exhortation ; or he that ruleth 
with diligence ; that ſo we may fill up that 
Relation with a holy Zeal to glorifie our 
God and Saviour. _ 

r. There is the Maſter, and his Servant: 
rhe Maſter perhaps may think he's above the 
Cortrol of his poor Seryant : but he muſt 
know that he has alſo a maſter in- heaven, 
Cl. iv. r.: Let him then remember that with 
this God there is no reſpect of perſons. Let 
them make a Conſcience to give into their 


fervants that which is juſt and equal; «wo Owgyor, 


> Th woommre. It's juſt, that they receive the 
Reward of their Labour, which by Com- 
pact or Deſert they may claim. 7r's Equal, 
that as Maſtcrs exact of their Servants rime 
for their Service, that they allow them com- 
petent time for the ſervice of God : nor let 
Servants think that ' their Relation to God, 
coes Exempt them from Fidelity 'to their Ma- 
ſters on Earth. 1 7im. vi. x. Let'as many 
ſervants as are nnder the yoak, count their own 
maſters worthy of all” honour, that the name of 
Ged, and his doftrine be” not blaſphemed. To 
plead, or pretend Chriſtian Liberty as - a 
Manumiſſion from Chriſtian Subjetion and 
Day: is an open blaſpheming of the Do- 
Qtine 
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QArine of God. Bur becauſe the Caſe of Ser- 
yvants ſeems hard, the Divine Goodneſs has 
made the Promiſe adequate to the Precept. 


- Col. iii. 23,24. Whatever ye do, do it heartily 


as to the Lord : knowing that of the Lord ye 


ſhall receive the reward of . the inheritance. 


This Exhortation is inculcated in our Text 
and Context. Ver. 9. Exhort ſervants to be 
obedient unto their own maſters, and to pleaſe 
them well in all things : not purloining, but ſhew- 
ing all good fidelity: and all upon this great 
Conſideration, which has its influence upon 
all other Relations, and their retpective Du- 


"ties, that they may adorn the dottrine of God 


our Saviogr in all things. 

2. Upon the ſame Reaſon, and account, it 
is that Wives are ſtritly commanded, 2 7t. 
iv.5. Tode ſober,to love therr hushands,to love their 
chilaren,tobe diſcreet keepers at home,gobd,obedient 
to their own husbauds ; and all this enforced 
with the tame great Motive, 7hat the word of 
God be xot blaſphemed. AY inferior, Relations 
carry, {ſome inconveniences with thom :. they 
have-rhe labouring Oar ; which renders their 
Caſe ſomewhat difficult, and furniſhes cor- 
rupt Hearts with matter of diſcontent ; bur 
{till this one thing may. abundantly fatisfie 
them, that in whatſoever Station the wile 
God has fixt them, they are yet capable of 
adorning the dofirine. of our God and Sa- 
TIOUPT, 
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3. This conſideration is alfo preſſed upon 
the Conſciences of Subjects, 1 Per. ii. 13, r4. 
Submit your ſelves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord's fake; whether it be to the King as 
ſupreme, or unto Governours, as unto them that 
are ſent by him : far ſo us the will of God, that 
by well doing ye put to filence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men, Abundance of reproach has been 
thrown in the Face of Religion on this ſcore, 
which we can never waſh off without Tears; 
tis well it was not waſht off with our Blood, 
nor ſhall we be able ro do it, till Obedience 
for Conſcience ſake thall convince the World, 
that though the Ordinance be of Man ; yer the 
Authority s of God, by which they Reign, 
and for which we obey, Ver. 10. As free, 
and yet not uſing our liberty as a cloak of mali- 
ciouſn:ſs ; but as the ſervants of God. 

(9.) Laſtly, 72 all things; In all thoſe ya- 
rious Conditions ro which we are obnoxious 
in this Life: Plenty or Want, Sickneſs, 
Health ; good or evil Report, Liberty, Re- 
ſtraint; in all theſe, or whatever other di- 
verſities of Providence the wiſe God fhall. 
try and exerciſe us with, the Goſpel of 
Chriſt muſt be Regarded and Adyanced. 

As Poverty gives no diſpenſation to Mur- 
mur, Repine, or Steal : ſo Riches gives no 
indulgence to Opprettion, Luxury, or Riot. 
The Dodrine of rhe Goſpel reacheth the 
higheſt, bindetrh the loweſt. Harh God fa- 

| youred 
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voured thee with Proſpcrity 2 Bleſs his Name, 
but humour not thy ſelf in Vanity. Hath 
God humbled thee 2 77umble thy ſelf under his 
mizhty and righteous hand, that he may exalt 
thee in his due time. 1 Pet. v. 6. 

A Garment may be made decent and come- 
ly, as well for a Funcral as a Wedding : 7: 
Proſperity God invites us to Rejoice, Ecclel. vii. 
14. Bur yet to wear our Garments of praiſe 
with humility: 1» the day of Adverſity, we 
are called to Conſider; that God has ſet the on? 
ever againſt the other. Of this excellent Spirir 
was the Apoſtle, Phil. iv. 12. I know both how 
tode abaſed and how to abound : every where, and 


in all thinzs, 1 am inſtructed both to be full, 


and to be hungry, both to abound, and to ſuffer 
aced. This one inſtance fairly Copied out 
upon our Hearts, and expreſſed in our walk- 
ing, would convince the World of the ex- 
cellency of the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and 
the Grace of Gdd, that can tcach the Soul ro 
maintain an cquipoile of Mind 1: all Eſtates: 
To have a humble Heart in an elevated, and 
a high Faith in a low condition. 

 Afflictive Sorrows, and exalting Comforts, 
divide our whole Lives between them, yet 
both of them are capable of glorifying God. 
Jam. v.13. If any man be afflicted let him pray. 
Prayer under Affliction, witneſſes that we be- 
lieve our God to be good and gracious in 
it: that he can ſupport us under it, can dous 
Dos much 
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much good by ir, and deliver us from it : 
But if any be chearful, Let him ſing pſalms. As 
then God has divided our Lives between Af- 
flictions and Confolations, let us divide them 
berwcen Prayer and Praiſe. I conclude this 
with that of x Cor. vit 30. Brethren, the tim: 
is ſnort: it remaineth that they that weep be as 
though thry wept not, and they that rejoice as 
thouch they rejoiced not, and they that buy as 
though they poſſeſſed not ; for the faſhion of thi. 
world paſſeth away. When Grace ſhall teach 
us a Holy indiftcrency of ſpirit towards thele 


_ outward things : to mourn under evil Cir- 


cumſtances with that moderation as bc- 
lieving that God can turn our. Sorrow to 
Good, nay into Joy : and to rejoice under 
{miling Diſpenſations, as they that belicye 
our elations, and tranſports may foon be 
daſhed ; and to keep that equability of Spi- 
rit as they that know the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away; then ſhall we Adorn the dotFrin? 
of God our Saviour is all things. 


F. 3. Proceed we now to the third Ge- 
neral Enquiry, viz. What are the Particulars 
of the Doctrine of this Goſpel which we muſt 
Aaorn ; and how may we Adorn it in theſe Par- 
ticulars 2 

The Doctrine of the Goſpel may be re- 
duced to two Heads, Precepts and Promiſes : 


and both theſe may be comprehended under 
the 
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the General Term of the Divine Teſtimonies : 


becauſe they 7eftiffe, what God expects from 
us; and what we may expe from God : 


The Preceptive part informs us, what God 


juſtly expects from us in 4 way of Duty: The & 
art, what we may expe&t humbly 
ly from God; either for preſ2n: | 


P romiſſory F 


yer aſſure 


Aſſiſt ance ; Or fature Reward: Both of which, = 


if narrowly conſidered, will inform us, what 
it is that will Adorn the Doctrine of the 


Goſpel. 


(:.) I begin with the Precepts, Theſe are | 
the true Copy of the Divine Nature : The | 
great inſtances of rhe Divine Authority : | 
The viſible Demonſtrations of the Holineſs 77 
of the Law-giver : The expreſs Image of the | 
Purity of him that gave them forth, and the 
great Proofs of- our Integrity. A marvellous -: 
Beauty and Glory is imprefled upon them by | 
God, but they have been inſolently trampled 


upon by unhallow'd Feet,cruelly treated by un- 
clean Hands; and now how to recover them 


to their Original Glory, is the difficulty and © 


deſign of this Diſcourſe. 

If we ask the Pſalmiſt what value and efti- 
mate he put upon them 2 Whar Glory, what 
Beaury he could behold in them? He readily 
anſwers, Pſal. cxix. 128. 7 eſteem all thy Pre- 
cepts concerning all things to be right, and 1 
hate every falſe way. All thy Precepts concern- 
ing All things. There is a luſtre in every 


{ingle 
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ſingle Precept ; bur a Glory in them All. As 
every Star ſhines with its proper Light ; bur 
as they ſtand Combined in their Aſteriſms, 
and Conſtellations, ſo they ſhine with a mar- 
vellous Glory. And ascyery Creature which 
God produced by his creative Word, was 
Good; yer when he came to take a proſpect 
of them in their Relations to each other, he 
pronounced them exceeding good. Gen. 1. 31. 
Such are the Precepts of God ; and they are 
ſo concerning All things. They reach the 
Heart, with all its Principles and Ends; they 
govern our Words ; they regulate our Lives; 
rhey reſtrain from Sin ; they conſtrain to Obe- 
dience ; they inſtruct us how ro walk holily 
before God, honeſtly and righteouſly rowards 
Men, ſoberly towards our ſelves; and to 
hate every falſe way. OT 
. If you again ask him why, or upon what 
Reaſons he prizes them at this high rate; he 
will fatisfie you, Ver. 72. The law of thy mouth 
is better unto me, than thouſands of gold and fil- 
ver. IT know there may be good ule made of 
Gold and Silver. A good Conſcience will 
not purchaſe Meat in the Market : nor In- 
nocence buy us. Cloathing in the Shops : bur 
the law of thy Month is better, upon higher, 
upon noblet Accounts. Ir acquaints me with 
choſe ways, wherein God is to be found ; 
where 1 may expect Communion with him : 
it ditets me how to walk well-pleaſing to 
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my God, whom to pleaſe is my higheſt Am- 
bition : it ſhews me how I may be kept from 
th: paths of the Deſtroyer. Gold and Silver 
will not heal a wounded Conſcience ; nor 
pluck the Thorn out of the Fleſh ; nor in- 
{ſtruct the doubting Soul how to clear up its 
Peace with God. What uſe others may make 
of their Gold and Silver I know not; but 
unto me, th: words of thy mouth ave better : By 
them is thy ſervant warned, to avoid the Sin, 
and to eſcape the Snare : by them is thy Ser- 
vant Reproved, when his own folly has ex- 
poſed him to the bait and ſnare: and by them 
1s thy Servant Recovered our of thoſe Tem- 
ptations, into which my own raſhnels or care- 
leſneis have thrown me. 

The Goodneſs of all things is reckon'd 
from their Suirableneſs ro the preſent and 
preſſing exigency : If we are hungry, a piece 
of Bread is better than thouſands of Gold 
and Silyer : which we may have, and yer 
Starve., If naked, a few Rags are better in 
that preſent ſtraight than rhoutands of Gold 
and Silyer, which will not cover our naked- 
neſs. If then the Mind be uneaſie ; Con- 
fcience diſſatisfied; if Sorrow lits as a thick 
Cloud upon the Brow. The word of God, 
which ſpeaks ro the .Caſe, is better than 
thouſands of Gold and Silver. 


There 
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There are three things which render-the 
Precepts of Chri:t eafie, a':d our Obedience 
pleaſant. 

1. When we keep our hc:ris fixed upon 
the Author of them: "Tis the {70 ?rine of 
God our Saviour : as God he clait:s \urho- 
rity over us, as a Saviour he challengcs an 
Intereſt in us. Right co Command, an In- 
tereſt to Obey, are a Cord of Loye too {trovg 
ro be broken : Chriſt aſſures us, 13th. xi. 
29, 30. That his Toke 7s eaſt2, and his tnrden 
light. 'Tis a Yoke: none of Chriſt's Ser- 
vants are Sons of Beljal ; but 'tis an caſie 
Yoke. His ſtrength which he gives, that 
Principle of Love which is the governing 
Principle of the Renewed Nature, makes it 
ſo. Hence Chriſt preiles Obedience upon 
thar Principle, Fohn xiv. 15. 1f y2 love mz keep 
my Commandments. Can you pretend a mighty 
love to my Perſon, and yet deſpiſe my Au- 
thority 2 Give this eſſential Proof of your 
Love, that ye keep my Commandments. If 
your Friend ſhould footh you up, and with 
many fair and fawning Complements proteſt 
he values you, and yet at the {ame time Spit 
in your Face, or throw Dung upon you, you 
would deſire him to give better evidence of 
his- Love than thoſe Actions, which ſpeak 
Deſpight and Scorn. The Commands of 
Chriſt are the Mounds, and Fences which he 


has ſet about his Glory, If you will pluck 
E 3 down 
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down thoſe Walls and Defences which your 
Neighbour has ſet about his Incloſures, and 
then pretend that you do all this out of 
pure Love and Reipet to him ; I am per- 
ſuaded he would defire you to forbear {uch 
Proofs of your Love, and give more con- 
vincing Tokens of ir. Chritt is willing you 
would rather ſparc your high Expretiions, 
and give Evidence of your Love by incere 
Obcdience. | 

2. When the Conſcience is bound in {ub- 
jection to Chriſt, when the Soul can lic ar his 
Foot, and take the Law from his Mouth, then 
will his Precepts bz excceding precious. A 
Command that lics only on the Back , is 
heavy, ungrateful, and the uneafie Soul 
waits but a fair opportunity to ſhake it off, 
and the Fleſh will never ler it want ſuch an 
opportunity ; but when ir has got hold up- 
on, and firm footing in the Heart, ir meets 
with a Principle there ſuircd to it. The 
new Heart makes new Obedience pleafanr, 
Exzek. xxxVvi. 26, 27. 4 new heart alſo will 1 
give you, and 1 will put my ſpirit within you, 
and canſ? you to walk in my ſtatutes ; and ye 
ſhall ke:zp my judemeuts, and do them. 

3. A clear Experience of pretent ſtrength 
to Obcy, with a firm belief of a future Ree 
ward, will render Obedience pleaſant. There 
is not only preſent Strength felr, and a fu- 
ture Reward expected. bur a prelibation of 
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chat future Reward too, which contributes 
ro this delight, Pſal. xix. 11. In keeping of 
them thre is great reward, Bur when the 
holy Soul can live, walk, act, in the hope 
of that eternal Salvation, whereof Chrilt is 
the Author to all that obey him, Zeb. v. 9. 
When the Eye of Faith has got Moſes his 
Perſpective-(laſs, to behold him thit is In- 
vill”, and clearly fec th! Recompence of Re- 
ward ; this alleviates the Burdens, counter- 
ballances the Inconvemencies, overcomes the 
Difhculties, which atcend a cloſe walking 
with God. A future Reward produccs a 
pretent Comfort : the reward of Eternity in- 
fluences the preſent time ; for Faith ani Hope 
chough they dcal with what is abſent, diſtant, 
future, yet Adminiſter preſent Joy, preſent 
Strength, becauſe the Connexion between 
upright univerſal Obedience, and the glory of 
that orher World, is cloſe, ſtrong, and in- 
violable. | 
Such are then the Precepts of rhe Goſpel; 
{o excellent, ſo glorious in themſelves, and 
to all who in a Conſciencious courſe of holy 
Walking have proved and approved them ; 
and yet {o ſhamcfully have they been ſullicd, 
violated, and trodden under foot, that the 
Queſtion Recoils upon us at every turn : 
How ſhall we vindicate them? What muſt 
we do to reſtore them to their own inhe- 
rent Glory ? In anſiver to wlych I will lay 
F. 3 down 
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down theſe few, and plain, but neceſlary 
Directions. 

1. Dire&jon. Let the Univerſality of your 
©bedience convince the World that you make 
3 Conſcience of Obeying ; you will never 
fatisfie others, nor your {elyes, nor the ſear- 
cher of Hearts, ro Obey in any, unleſs you 
Obey in All. He that will pick out one 
Duty, where, and when, it may conſiſt with 
the Intcreſt of the Fleſh, and wave others be- 
cauſe they will not compoart with that Inte- 
reſt, will never ſtop the Mouths of Men, 
nor ſilence the Clamours of his own Con- 
ſcience, wacn it ſhall accuſe him, of partiality 
in God's Law, Mal. ii. 9. 

The Lawgiver has ſtampt the fame Im- 
preſſions of his Authority, the ſame Cha- 
raters of Holineſs, upon them all: and he 
chat can allow himſelf profeſſedly, and deli- 
berately to break one, is prepared to break 
them ail, when the Temptation ſhall preſs hard 
upon his Corrupt Heart, Fam. ii. 11. Ze that 
faid do not commit Adultery, faid alſo do not 
kill. This was the ground of the Pſalmiſ/t”s 
lifting up his Face with Confidence, Pſal.cxix. 
6. Then ſhall T not be aſhamed, when I have re- 
[pet to all thy Commanaments, 

The Gcribes and Phariſzes were a fad in- 
ſtance of this Hypocriſie. They would 
frain at a Gnat, and yet could ſwallow a Ca- 
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mel. They would be thought ſevere in 
Tything Mint, Aniſ?, and Cumin , and yet 
could neglee? Mercy, . and Fudoment, thoſe 
great, and weighty maiters of th: Law, Matth. 
XX1i1., 23, If we look npon them in Creme» 
nials;+ the molt ſtraigh-1aced, and render 
Conſcienced men in the whole Worid : bur 
when you view them in their 4/orals , rhe 
moſt looſe, and ditlolute ; nothing would 
choak them there, John xviii. 28. "They would 
not go into the judement hall leſt th:y ſhould te 
a-filed, but that they might keep th! Paſ- 


ſover. And yet they were nor {ſo nice, and 


{queamiſh , bur they could ſhed 7ancceat 


Blood, and imbrue their Hands in that of 


the Meſſiah. They would not touch a dead 
Body for a World, yer {crupled not to mur- 
der a Man. They would zot eat with un- 
waſhen hands ; but had no regard to cleanſe 
cheir Conſciences. The Apoltle expoltulates 
with the Judaizers, Rom.ii.zo. Thou that abhor= 
reſt Idols, doſt ou commit Sacriledge > Thou 
that makeſt thy boaſt of the Law, through breaks 
ing of the Law, diſhonoureſt thou God 2 For the 
nam? of God is blaſph:m:d amonz the Gentiles 
through you. 

In a Word, Nothing will buoy up the 
Repute of a drowning Religion , rill the 
Profeſſors of it ſhall make it appear, That 
they not only Obey the Preceprs of the 
Goipel, but that they carry a raicared 

t. 4 Principle 
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Principle in their Hearts, that will not ſuffer 
them to ditobey : which Principle, though it 
falls ſhort of what God in ſtrictnels may ex- 
ped, yet muſt it come up to what hein Mercy 
will accept. And this was the ground of the 
Apoſtles Confidence. Zeb. xiii. 18. Pray for 
us | For we truſt we have a good Conſcience, it 
all thinzs, willing to live honeſtly. T9, 

2, Dire, Make it appear rhat you can, 
and dare obey againſt all temprations, oppo- 
ſitions, and diſcouragements. An unſound 
Man will waik ſmoothly on in ſmooth Ways; 
but rugged Paths, and a ſtiff Gale in his 
Face make him return. Thus many will 
walk a Mile or two with Chriit, bur when 
Periccution arites becauſe of the Word, they 
have always a reſerve in rheir Boſoms, and 
an evil Heart is an cafie Caſuiſt to diſpenſe 
with Obedience upon ſlender Penance. 

That Man who is under a Law in his own 
Conſcience, ſubject ro the Authority of 
God, that owns no Diſpenſation from Obe- 
dience, nor Indulgence to ſin, is the . Man 
that will Adorn the Precepts. | 

They that can ſhift their Sails as rhe 
Wind veres, and uſe all the Points of the 
Compaſs to make their Point, and whether 
the Gale blows from Hell or Heaven can ſerve 
themſelves of it, will neyer Credit his Re- 
ligion, 
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The Providences of God are many, and 
various ; the Precepts are uniform, they vary 
not : the wiſe God makes ule of the former 
ro Prove us in the latter : Thus he /ed Ifrael 
throuzh the wilderneſs, Dcut. viii. 3. To prove 
them, to know whether thcy would keep his Com- 
mandments or no. They had #read to the full, 
to prove them whether they would Obey in 
Plenty. Again, they are reduced to Straits, 
ro try whether they would follow him in 
want. The Proofs will lie here, whether we 
can be content with Winter, as well as Sun- 
mer Work: whether we will follow God in 
foul Weather as well as fair. 

3. Diredion, Let us be much in the Ex- 
erciſe of thoſe Graces, the Practice of thoſe 
Duties, which Men underſtand : ſincere In- 


rentions, good Meanings , uprightneſs of 


Heart, the acting of your Faith upon God 
come not within their Cognizance ; till you 
can ſhew, and demonſtrate your Faith by your 
Works. Let your Faith juſtifie your Perſons 
before God; but till your Warks ſhall juſtifie 
your Faith before Men, you will never be 
able to juſtifie your Religion and your Since- 
rity therein. Never tell Men of your Faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unle(s you ſhew Re- 
pentance from dead Works they will not be- 
lieve : and this was St. Paul's Practice of Pie- 
ty, Ads xxiv. 16. Herein do T exerciſe my ſelf 
always to keep a con{cience void of offence towards 

| EL, Ged, 
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God, and towards m27n. But becauſe this is that 
Convincing Point which muſt, if ever, re- 
cover the Credir of Religion, let me be al- 
lowed to preſcribe ſome more general Rules 
for the right and comely ordering of our Con- 
yerſation. 


FS. 1. Be wery zealous in Gods cauſe, meek, 
and yielding in your own. Be content to lie at 
the Footſtool, that the honour of God may 
have the Throne. I recommend to you the 
great Example of our Blefled Saviour, he 
was a Lamb in his own Cauſe: a Lion in his 
Fathers. He rhat could be Scourged and 
not open his Mouth, could open it in Holy 
Indignation, and Scourge the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple. He ſubmitted to 
be called B-elz:2bub, Impoſtor, and whatever 
opprobrious Terms a Rancorous Heart could 
Vo:ur upon him; but in che Cauſe of his 
God aad Father, hk could Lighten and Thun- 
der, ani flaih Fire in the Face of the moſt 
obdurate Conſcience, Be ye therefore fol- 
lowers of Chriſt; who when he was reviled, 
reviled wot again; when b: ſuffered threatned 
not, but committed himfelf, and his cauſe fo 
him that judzeth righteouſly, 1 Pet. ii. 23. And 
again, Not rendring evil for evil : or railing 
fer railing; but contrariwiſe bl:ſſing, knowing 
that ye are thereunto called that ye ſhould inherit 
x bleſſizz, x Pet, uni. 9. 
| S. 2. Be 
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F. 2. Be ftridt and ſevere to your ſelves, but 
wery charitable towards others, Concerning our 
brethren, we have this Rule, Row. xiv. 13. 
Let us not judze one another any more, but con- 
cerning our ſelves, we have this, 1 Cor. xi.zr. 
If we would judg our ſelves, we ſhould not be 
judged. We are incompetent Judges of ©- 
thers, becauſe we know not upon what Prin- 
ciples our Brother may proceed ; we canqot 
take a juſt Meaſure of the Latitude of his 
Underſtanding by which he Governs himſelf: 
there we ought to be ſparing in our Cenſure; 
but rhou mayſt know what is in thy own 
Hearr, and know more by thy ſelf, than ei- 
ther all the World knows by thee, or thou 
knoweſt by all the World. 

This has brought no little ſcandal upon 
Religion, thar the Profeſſors of it, have been 
ſharp-ſighted Abroad, but blind at Home : 
could {ce a Mote in their Brothers Eye, and 
not the Beam in their own, not duely conſi- 
dering that we who exact a few Pence from 
our Brother, need the forgiveneſs of many 
Talents from our God, Matth. xviii. 24. 


S. 3. Let us abridze onr ſelves in the uſe of 
things which are in their own nature indifferent, 
He that will go to the utmoſt length of his 
Tedder, will cafily break ict. It's difficulr to 
know where the lawful ends,: and the ſinful 
| : | begins. 
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begins. He that will always go as far as he 
may go, ſhall ſometimes go further than he 
ought to go. How much fafer to keep an 
Ell within our limits, than ta go an Inch be- 
yond 2? Better do leſs than is lawful, than 
what is ſinful. Ir's an excellent Caution the 
Apoſtle preſcribes, Rows. xiv. 16. Let not your 
good be evil ſpoken off. The Glory of Chrift, 
the honour of our Holy Religion, teach us 
to Retrench in what is merely lawful ; and 
{till ler us attend that Rule, Row. xiv. 21. 
It's good neither to eat fleſh, nor drink. wine, 
wor any thine, whereby thy brother ſlumbleth, or 
is effendid, or is made weak. Three things 
there are included in this Canon. 1. That we 
lay not a ſtumbling Block before our Bro- 
ther, to draw him into ſin. 2. That we 
provoke not his Paſſion to ſpeak evil of the 
good ways of God. 3. That we enfeeble 
not our Brother, nor make him weak in his 
walking with God, by an unſeafonable uſe 
of our Chriſtian Liberty. 


4. $ Let your viſible Righteouſneſs towards 
Men, be an inſeparable Companion of your invi- 
frble righteouſneſs before God, With what Ar- 
guments will you perſuade Men that you are 
Sincere and Upright in his fight, if you can- 
not convince them that you are ſo in your 
Dealings with them? So the Apoſtle, Rom.xii. 
17. Provide things honeſt in the fight of al. 

men. 
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»1en., I look upon that Man loſt, who has 
loſt all regard ro the judgment of orhers ; 
and doubly loſt who has caſt oft all reſpect 
to the Judgment of his final Judg. | 


S. 5. Be Ambitious of a publick Spirit. Ex- 
preſs the Image of him, who i Good, and 
doth Good, The Sun does not Monopo- 
lize his own Beams to his Diſc or Orb, but 
ſhines upon the Good and Bad. The Air 
incloſeth not it ſelf, but lends breath in 
common to All. The Rain is not impriſon'd 
in the Clouds, but ſheds fruitfulneſs on the 
Fiel4 of the Saint and Sinner ; the Ocean 
{upplies the upper and the lower World with 
ics Waters. Let us then pray to be made 
partakers of the Promiſe given to Abraham, 
Gen. xii 2. 7 will bleſs thee, and make thee a 
Bleffine. 

Thoſe little narrow Souls that make them- 
ſelves their own Center andCircumference,that 
dwell within their own Shell, and bleſs them- 
{elves that All is well at home, and never 
took abroad how it fares with the Oppreſled, 
Fatherleſs and Widow, the Sick, the Hungry 
and Naked , that Conſider not the AfMlicti- 
ons of Foſeph ,are great Scandals ro a Holy Re- 
ligion ; not imitating *the bleſſed Jeſus, who, 
Act, x. 38. Went a'ont doing good, and heal- 
ins all that were oppreſſed of the devil, fer God 
ras with him. Such was the Counſel of the 

| Apollic, 
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Apoſtle, 7it. iii. 8. This is a faithful ſaying, 
and th:(; things I will that thou affirm conſtant- 
ly, that they which have believed in God, be care- 

ful to maintain good works : theſe things are 
ood and profitable unto men. ver. 14. And 
l2t ours alſo l::rn to maintain good works for 


nec:ſſary uſes, that they be not unfruitful. 


SF. 6. Let the Folineſs of the inner Man, ſhine 
with a convincing Light into all the Actions of the 
outrard Man. True Holineſs will diffuſe ir 
{elf into, and through the external Carriage 
and Dcmeanour, that a Man ſhall be forced 
to ſay, God is there in that Soul of a Truth; 
as the Pride, rhe Wantonnels of filthy ones 
{teams and reeks through the Skin into 
their Apparel, their Language, their Con- 
verſes ; fo ſhould, ſo will the Humility, the 
Meckneſs, Modeſty, Chaſtity, Heavenlineſs 
of Holy ones diſcover it {elf in their exter- 
nal Behaviour, eſpecially in Food and Rai- 
ment; 1 7im. ti, 9, 10. That women adorn 
ther:ſefves with modeſt apparel, (the Modeſty 
and Chaſtity of the Heart, will evidence it 
{elf in the Modelty and Chaſtity of Cloath- 
ing) with ſhame-fac dneſs and ſobriety, not with 
broidercd hair, or gold, or pearls, or coſtly array; 
But (which becometh women profeſſing godlineſs ) 
with good works, For thus faith St. Peter, 
1 Epiſt. 111. 4, 5. D#d the holy women of old 
time who truſted in God, adorn themſelves? 
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S. 7. When the favourable Providence of God 


| ſhall exalt thee, forget not whence thou haſt 


been raiſed. Forget not thoſe thou haſt left be- 
hind thee, forget not thy {elf, forget not thy 
God. It has brought much Reproach upon 
Religion, that many Profeſlors change their 
Tempers with their outward Circumttances ; 
and when they have got more Sail, they 
throw away their Ballaſt ; ſuch was 7eſhuruz, 
Deut. xxxii. 15. Who when he waxed fat, kick'd, 
forfook the Lord, lizhtly efteemsd and was un- 
mindful of the rock of his ſalvation. 


$. 8. Laſtly, Maintain a hich and noble Faith 
in a low Eſtate. This is convincing ro Men 
that there is ſomething real and folid in the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel; when tho' the Fig- 
tree bloſſom not ; tho' there be not fruit in the 
Vine; tho th: labour of th: Olive fail ; and the 
Fields yield ao increaſe, ytt can rejuyce in th: 
Lord, and triumph in the God of th:ir ſalvation. 
Hab. 111. 17, 18. 

(2.) I come now to {pcak of the Promifſes. 
Theſe teſtify what we may expect from 
God, and upon this Head I will open two 
Things. 

i. | will briefly open the Nature of the 
Promiſes. 


2. I will 
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2. I will ſhew from thence, what Converſa- 


rion Will adorn the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as 
tis contain'd in the Promiſes. 


F. r. For the brief opening the Nature of 
the Promiſes. A Promiſe may be deſcribed 
thus. A Teſtimony which God has given 
of himſelf through Chriſt, ro ſecure our Faith 
in whatever we may c*pect from him ; as a 
Precept teſtifies what God expects from - us, 
ſo a Promiſeteſtifies whar we may expe from 
him. And this is the Glory of the New Co- 
venant ; that what we expe from God, en- 
ables us to perform what he expects from 
us. Tis in the Strength of the Promiſe that 
we arc enabled ro obcy the Precept. *Tis 
another Excellency of this Covenant, that Di- 
vine Mercy has anncxt the Promiſe ro the 
Precept, and fo we are not left to a Naked 
Law : The fame Apoſtle who complains, 
2 Cor.1ii 5- Of an inſufficienty to think any 
thinz of himſelf, can yet boaſt that he ca# 
ao all things, throngh Chriſt who ſtrengthens 
him. Phil. iv. 13. Nothing in himſelf; All 
things in Chriſt. TFe Command creates our 
Duty, bur the Promiſe affords Strength for 
Obedience. Again, according to the extent 
of the Promiſes, muſt be the extent of our 
Expectation. Whar length God has gone in 
Promiſing, the ſame length may we go in 
Praying, Believing, Hoping. As the Precepts 

Are 
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are the Bounds of our Duty, and all that we 
can pretend beyond them, is ſuperſtitious 
Folly ; fo the Promites are the limits of our 
Faith, and to expeCt beyond them is Pre- 
{umption. Further, we cannot juſtly com- 
plain that we are narrowed and reſtrained in 
che wideneſs of the Promiſes, for they are 
adequate to the {ſpiritual Neceſlities of all his 
Children in all Ages. The Oyl in che Cruiſe 
will run while there is a Veſſel to receive 
it; our God has to give, while we can find 
a Heart ro pray and receive; Mercy and 
Grace will never fail, while there is room to 
receive it. "Twas on this Conſideration that 
the Pſalmiſt, weighing the indigency of his 
Soul, and the exigency of his Condition, was 
well willing to accept the Promiles for his 
Supply and Treaſure. Pſal. exix. 111. Thy te- 


ſtimonies have I taken for an heritage fer ever, 


for they are the rejoycing of my heart. So many 


Promiſes, ſo many Teſtimonies what God 
will do for his Children, what he will be- 
ſtow on them, and what they may expect 
from him. Now David, we lee, could 1e- 
curely take God's ſingle Security, nor re- 
quired any .to be bound with him for per- 
formance. Whar Security God gave, that he 
takes, with the Hand, with the Arms of 
Faith; as thoſe antient Worthies, ZZeb. xi. 13. 
Who died in the faith, not having received the 
promiſes, but having ſeen Ron afar off, and 


wor? 
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were perſuad:d of them, and em'raced them, For 
whereas there are two things in the Promiſes, 
rhe Goodz:ſs contained in them, and the 7ruth 
that confirms them. Thole Eminent Saints 
received the 77zuth, tho' God kept the Gocd- 
peſs ſtill in his own Hands. And thus the 
Plalmiſt accepted God's Feſtimonies for good 
Payment, tho' the Grace, Mercy, Glory wrapt 
up in them were chiefly of things future, di- 
ſtant and inviſible. And thele he took for az 
h:ritage ; he blefſes himſelf and rejoices, that 
the linss were fallen unto him in pleaſant places, 
and that h? had a goodly heritage. Plal. xvi. 6. 
Give him bur a clear Intereſt in them, and 
he is content that the Men of the World, 
whoſe Portion lies there, thould divide the 
World amongſt them : For th:y are the re- 
foycing of his heart. They are Light in Dark- 
neſs; Comfort in Trouble; Advice in Streights:; 
Eaſe in Pain ; Supply 1a Want ; Health in Sick- 
neſs ; Life in Death. 

Burt that I may more fully and diſtintly 
give you the Theory of theic exceeding great 
and precious Promites ; there are Two things 
in them, which ſhall be more particularly 
conſidered : The frulnrſs and faithfulneſs of 
the Promiſes. | 

x. Firſt, 7he fuln:ſs of the Promiſes. They 
contain whatſoever the Soul upon Spiritual 
Accounts can pollibly need : They are com- 
menſurate to the Neceflities of the Saints in 
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all Caſes, - the Promiſe made to Abraham. 
Gen. xvii. 7. 7 will eſtabliſh my Covenant be- 
tween me and thee, to be a Goz to thee ; has 
beer. frequently exemplified in after-times. 
2 Cor. vi. 16. [will be their God, And it in- 
cludes, all thar God can promiſe ; all that the 
Soul can ask or receive. And as it's great folly 
to fit down with any promiſe of God, thac 
is ſhort of himſelf, ſo 'tis as great a folly ro 
aſpire after any thing beyond him. As a 
jirtle piece of Gold may be beaten our to a 
great breadth, draw our to an incredible 
lengrh, yer {till it's but che ſame Gold for 
Weight and Subſtance, tho' it will be more 
for ule ; ſo may this comprehenfive Promiſc 
be drawn out into infinite Particulars, but 
{till all of them are bur this one, F will be 
thy God, The Almighty God will be thy 
Strength ; the All-Wiſe God thy Condutt ; 
the Everliving God thy Life. | 

Bur if we deſire more explicite Satisfaftion, 
God has given ir x 7im.iv. 8, Godlineſs hath 
th! promiſe of th: life that now is, and 
that which is to come, Will this World, 
will the other World, will both Worlds 
{atisfy you 2 Will Time and Eternity con- 
tent you? This Word teſtifies what you may 
expect from the Promile. 

2. Secondly, Look now upon the faithfuln:ſs 
of God in the Promiſes, concerning which | 
recomniend theſe things to your as 
P 4 x. That 
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1. That God's faithfulneſs in the Promiſe, 
is God himſelf, cloathing himſelf with the At- 
tribute rhat our Faith may more caſily take 
hold on him, and more ſecurely rely on him : 
God is full and faithful ; he is frlneſs and 
faithfulneſs. And becauſe God ſeems to. va- 
lue himſelf, eſpecially upon this Attribute, 
Pal. exxxviii. 2. Thou haſt maznified thy word 
above all thy name. And that whatever fails, 
he will not ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail, 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 33, 3-4. 7is covenant he will not 
break, nor alter the thias that is gone out of 
his lips ; for he hath ſworn by his holincſs that he 
will not Lie unto David. Hence ſay it is that Un- 
belief is a Sin of ſuch horrid guilt, becauſe 
it diſhonours God in that Point, of which he 
is {o jealous and tender. God can no more 
lie, than he can die; to doubt or deny his 
Faithfulneſs, is to doubr or deny his Being ; 
1 Joh. v. 10. Te, that believeth not God, has 
made him a liar. Every Thought, Word, or 
AR, that repreſents God otherwiſe than he 
is, caſts a Reproach upon the Divine Ma- 
jeſty ; but to make him a Liar which Unbelief 
does, reprelents him as if he were that Evil 
one, Joh. viii. 44. who # a liar, azd the father of 
lies : Tis truce, none can make God a Liar, 
any more than they can make Light, Dark- 
ne[s, or Truth, Falſhood ; bur the Unbelievyer 
not crediting the Teſtimony of God, does by 
Interpretation and deviliſh Conſtruction, - 

Lhcr 


hs 


DD UII Pore... ST. A 
Tr IN TITS») » LL: DE EI. . - 
p rs; AC She ne DEN NISITAT Be - Fr & r: ONT WEI : CITE 
"NSC + EL — DORL BH a0 po GR Iu : AY> © x Dp I YO En TT 7 ” 
Yes EO AE AAR OE ORC SOR TERA RES ORC PEE Ee EO IEA LY OS 3% bp F Ps KEI EN ae LE wy "Os 


Att ons. 2. 
Io nd Hh OI DES Ee FX. k 4 > 
"0 Sd ISO by < Ht Ee AO IIs tf Ur cas eos Tr ” 
RX. EW fe Po 2 DP On PT TIER 


the Ornament of Religimm. 6g 


ther judge him ſo to be, or repreſent him 
as {ſuch ro others. And this Truth, this 
Faithfulne(s of God is the Great Buttreſs of 
the Promiſe ; 1» hop? of eternal life, which 
Ged, that cannet lie, hath promiſed before the 
world began, Tit. 1. 2. 

2. This Faithfulneſs of God in the Promiſe, 
is now drawn up into Writing : God has not 
only {poken bur written ; we have it not on- 
ly from his Mouth, but under his Hand ; 
which tho' it adds nothing to the Divine 
Truth, yet it contributes much to our weak 
Faith ; for hereby we have a more ſteady 
Aim at the Mind and Will of God, than if 
it had been conveyed only by a Voice from 
Heaven, or otherwiſe. As the Law was 
more-durable engravqp upon the two Tables, 
than when delivered from Mount $;2a:7 ; how 
much more is our Security that God pro- 
ceeds with us, and we treat with him by a 
written Word, than if we had been left to the 
uncertainty of Oral Tradition. Our bleſſed 
Saviour aſſures us, Foh. x. 35. The Scriptures 
cannot be broken. Tho" nothing more eaſy 
than to violate a Precepr, yet impoſſible ro 
repeal it ; Unbelief diſparages the Promilc, 
bur cannot make it yoid ; as a Riyer meets with 
Rocks \and Mountains that would obſtrudt 
its Courſe and Current, and may ſometimes 
run under Ground, yet it will make its 
| . 3 way 
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way through all Oppoſition. Pſal. c. 5. Thy 
Truth endureth through all Generations. 

3. The Truth of God in the Promiſe re- 
ccives yet a further Confirmation from rhe 
Oath of God. As when God had nothing 
grcater to give, he gave Himſelf, his Son, 
his Spirit, in an everlaiting Covenant. So 
when he had nothing greater to contirm that 
Covenant by, he ſwore Ly hinm{-[f, Heb. vi. 13,17. 
IWhrrein God willins n«-re ai'nndantly, to ſhw 
wato the heirs of promiſe th? immutability of his 
counſel confirmed it by an oath. Happy Man, for 
whoſe fake God will vouchſafe to Swear ! 
Miſerable Man, who will not belieye a {wear- 
ing God ! How wretched is the Naturc of 
Sutpicion, Jealouſy and Doubr, whom the 
higheſt Sccurity dire, and collateral, even 
from Veracity and Infallibility cannot ſa- 
tisfy. | 

4. The Truth of the Promiſes is yet fur- 
ther atteſted, ſealed, ratified by the Death 
of Chriſt. Of whoſe Blood and Croſs tho' 
there are other, and greater 'Ends, yet this 
is one to confirm the Promiſes. Roz. xv. 8. 
Feſus Chriſt a miniſter of circumciſion for the 
truth of God, to confirm th? promiſes mad: to 
the Fathers. And that the promiſe might be 
fare to all the ſeed. Rom iv. 16. He has drawn 
che Covenant into a Teſtamentary form, and 
then dics-ro ſeal and ratify his own Teſta- 
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ment. Zeb. 1x..17. A teſtament” is of force © 
after men are dead, oth:rwiſe it is of no 
ftrensth while th? teſfator liveth. 

5. You have had many gracious Experien- 
ces afforded of the Faithfulneſs of God in the 
Promiles ; enter them upon Record in your 
Souls; an Anſwer of Prayer; the Pardon of 
Sin ſcaled to the Conſcience ; preſent Help 
in time of need ; ſuitable and ſeaſonable 
Strength againſt Temptations ; eminent De- 
liverances in prefiing Dangers, are ſo many 
Earneſts of what he will further do, ſpecial 
Tokens of his Truth in doing them. 

In all your Dealings with Men you will 
buy by a Sample or Pattern ; many of theſe 
we have had, and from one we might con- 
clude what he will perform in all other 
Caſes. He ſhews us in little what he will 
do in great ; and by what he performs in 
one Inſtance gives hope of what he will do 
in all the reſt. 2 Cor. i. ro. He hath d:livered 
us, and doth auliver us, in whom we truſt that 
he will yet deliver us. So. that we may with 
the Propher ſet up our Even2z2r, 1 Sam. Vii. 12. 
and give it this Inſcription ; Z7itherto hath 
the Lord helped us. 

6. And now to ſhut up All ; God ſum- 
mons us in upon. our Conſciences to give 
Teſtimony to his Faithfulneſs in the Pro- 
miſes. ſa. xlii. x2. 7 have declared, and ſaved, 


T have ſhewed when there was no {range God 
. 4 a,0n7 
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68” TOW tt, r2fore Jy are MY rwitn:ſſes. God 
will briwg our former Experiences to con- 
front our pretent Fears. Thercfore be well 
adviſed, if it be {o heinous a Sin to bear 
Falſe Wirneſs againſt thy Neighbour, what 
is it to bear Falſe Witneſs againit thy 
God ? 


F. 2. Let us further enquire, How we 
may Adorn this Branch of the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel ? 

1. God has ſeal'd to the Promiſes with his 
Truth, his Word, his Oath ; let us now mu- 
rually ſeal tro them with our Faith. 7oh. 11i. 33. 
Fre that receiveth his teſtimony hath ſct to his 
ſeal, that God is true. It's the higheſt diſpa- 
ragement to a Perſon of known Integrity, 
not to receive his Teſtjraony ; and yet Man 
by departing from his God, has forfeited his 
Credibility : What David once ſaid in a hot 
fit of Pailzon ; [z his haſt, that all men were liars. 
Pſal. cxvi.1t. All Men, eveg the Prophets, 
that encouraged him in the Name of the 
Lord ; that the Apoſtle in cool blood, and 
deliberately has aſſerted, Rom. iii 4. Let God 
be true, and every man a liar. As none is ab- 
{olutely Good bur one, ſo none is True per- 
featly bur one. that is God. Now if we 
can reccive the Witneſs of Man, who is 
branded upon Record for a Liar; that he 
goes aſtray aſſoon as he is born, ſpeaking lies. 

BY. al, 
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F{al. Iviii. 3. What a Reproach -do we call 
upon God, who is the Truth. AU whoſe pro- 
miſes are Tea and Amen in Chriſt to th: glory 
of God. 2 Cor. i. 20. And thus the Apoſtle 
argucs, 1 Foh. v. 9. If we receiv? th: witneſs 
of mn, (as we muſt) the witneſs of God is 
greater. And if an oath amons men for 
confirmation is to them an end of all ſtrife. 
Heb vi. 16. Let the Promiſe of God con- 
firm'd by his Oath, put an end to all thoſe 
Controverſies, which our ſuſpicious Hearts 
have made; let us come oft roundly with 
God, ſeal to his Promiſes, and make a'l the 
World know to its ſhame, that we have a 
God whom we can ſecurely truſt. 

2. In purſuance of this, let us walk chear- 
fully before the World upon rhe Credit and 
Security of the Promiſes : There was a time 
when Holy Fob could walk in darkn:ſs by the 
light of God. Job xxix. 3} When the Light 
of the Promiſes guided and comforted him 
in the Darkneſs of Providences ; when tho” 
all was gloomy without, yer all was clear 
within. It's a great Blemith that Profeſſors 
give the Face of their Religion ; thar we hear 
much and often of their Complaints, ſel- 
dom of their Praiſes ; always mourning, ne- 
yer rejoycing. This repreſents Religion as a 
melancholy cloudy thing, and affrights Stran- 
gers from all acquaintance with it ; whereas 
did we live up to the height of what our 


Religion 


74 Praftical Godlieſs 

Religion would juſtify us, 1: might glory in 
tribulations. Rom. v. 3. Rejoyce evermore. 
x Theſ.'v. 16. And giv? thanks to God who 
alrays cauſeth us to rejoyce and triumph in 
Chriſt. 2 Cor. ii. 14 Nor would this be any 
Triumphing before the Victory, ſeeing we 
are alrcady more than conquzrours in him that 
loved us. Rom. viii. 37. For what could all 
our outward Afflitions, Tribulations, Croſ- 
{es, Loſſes, Diſappointments, that we meet 
withal in the World, do to the extinguith- 
ing our Joy, did wc, as we might, urge the 
Promiſes upon our own Hearts, plead them 
with. God, and objet them to the Temp- 


cer. . 
I. We might urge them upon our own 


dejeted Souls. Pſal. xliii. 5. Why art thou 
caſt, down, O my ſoul, and why art thou diſ- 
quieted within m2 2 hope in God, for T ſhall 
y2t praiſe him. We are apt to be caſt down 
and diſquieted, when we are not able to 
aſſign a good Reaſon of the Dejection and 
Diſquiet : We have a God to truſt in, a 
Vord from that God, by which to lay hold 
on him, and why then caſt down > And 
this Pſalmiſt at other times has been able 
ro relieve himſelf from ſuch a word, Pſal. 
cxix. 50. This is my comfort in my affliction, 

for thy word hath quickned me. ; 
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2. We might plead the Word of Promiſe 
with God, and humbly preſs his: own Truth 
upon himſelf, Pſal. cxix. 49. Remember thy 
word nnto thy ſervant, on which thou haſt cauſed 
me 10 hepe: as it he had faid, Holy Lord ! 
Thou haſt encouraged me to Hope, and I 
have thy word for the ground of that en- 
couragement ; and I am thy Servant to 
whom this Promiſe is made, and have there- 
fore Reaſon to apply the Word ro my own 
Caſe, and wilt thou forget thy Word, and 
fail a Seryant of thine who hopes upon thy 
Security 2 If thou hadſt never promiſed [ 
had never hoped ; bur ſince thou haſt cauſed 
me to Hope, anſwer my Hope. {f I could 
not ſay in Sincerity Lord 7 ſerve thee ; IT could 
not ſay in Faith, Lord Save me! If I had 
forgot thy Precepts, I could not plead with 
thee to remember thy Promiſes. It was there- 
fore excellent Counſel that Chryſoffom gave. 
"Axvoy T# Org ov Tas CvmAdis, Iva Os aure; 
#xe0y &y Tas. coves, Hear thy God in his 
Precepts, that he may hear thy Prayers : for 
alcrhough the truth of God is the ſecurity of 
our believing, yet ſincere Obedience is the 
ground of our applying to our fſclves the 
Promiſes. 

3- We have the word of Promiſc to an- 
{ver and refel all the Objeations of the 
Tempter. His great delign is to undermine, 
and blow up that great Fundamental Prin- 
p” 1 Oe. ciple, 
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ciple, that God is good, and faithful : thar 
he is good and gracious in all his Ways, 
and Works : faithful and true in all his 
Words ; and great-advantage he has gor this 
way, over many holy Ones. David was 
ready to conchnde, Pſal. Ixxvii. 8. That God's 
Mercy was cl:an gone for ever. That there 
was a 7otal, and final failure of the Divine 
roodnels : and that his Promiſe failed for e- 
2277207%, Now when the wicked One pre- 
vails thus, we are driven from our Anchor, 
and he floating, and hulling upon the Wa- 
ters expoled to the next Storm, to be daſhrt 
in pieces againſt the Rocks. To all theſe 
Suggeſtions, and Injedtions, we have this one 
Antwer; 1Cor.x.13. God z faithful, who will 
ot ſuffer us to be tempted above what we'arc 
able. 

3. Make all that obſerve you confeſs that 
you dare venture, and if the Will of God 
be ſo, lay cown, and loſe all your outward 
concerns upon the ſole enſurance and counter- 
ſecurity of the Promiſes. God does try us 
{ometimes how much we dare enſure upon 
his Word, 7atth. xix. 29. Every one that has 
forſaken houſrs, or brethren, or ſiſters, or fa« 
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my names ſake, ſhall receive a hundred fold, 
and ſhall inherit everlaſting life : where you 
eaſily oblerve that the Promiſe is large e- 
novgh, and the Title unqueſtionably _ ; 

the 
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the only Queſtion is whether we dare ven- 
ture our All upon this Sccurity. He thai 
lends Mony will be fatisHed in two Points ; 
Firſt, Whether the Mortgage offered will 
bear, and anſwer the ſum he lends upon it ? 
Secondly, Whether the Title of the Eftate 
be good 2 What Warranty will be given ? 
Now in both theſe we have the clearcit fa- 
tisfaction imaginable. "There can be no dii- 
pute whether rhe matter of this Promiſe will 
anſ{\ver whatever we can pollibly venture up- 
on it : for a hundred fold and cve;laſtinr life 
is far more than we can lay down ; nor can 
there be any queſtion abour rhe clearneis of 
the Title, ſince Chriſt himſelf undertakes to 
make ir good. If therefore we believe, how 
freely, how cheerfully ſhall we lay down our 
All art his Feer, with them Zebr. x. 34. Who 
not only patiently but joyfully took the ſpoiling 
of their goods, knowing in themſelves that they 
have in heavin a better and enduring ſut- 
ſtance. 

4. Laſtly, Live the life of Faith, and de- 
{piſe this poor beggerly life of Senſe in Com- 
pariſon of it. The life of Senſe, has its 
proper Food, its Comforts, Supports, and 
Supplies : it has its Employments, its Hopes, 
its Trade and Gains ; but they are all low 
and mean, all within the road and reach of 
Senſe. The life of Faith has its Food too, 
irs Joys, its Hopes, Buſineſs, and Detigns : 


bu: 
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bur theſe lie out of the road and way of 
the Fleſh. Now if we could through the 
Grace of God make future inviſible things, 
our All, and conform our Hearts, our Ways, 
our Courſe of Life to the great End, we 
ſhould efiectually perſuade Men that the Do- 
arine of the Goipel 15 a molt glorious Do- 
ctrine. Our Bletled Saviour tells his Diſci- 
ples, Foh. iv. 34. Thar he had z2zat to eat 
which thy knew not of. As a Belicyer has a 
hidden Life, ſo he has hidden Meat to ſup- 
port it. He has a hidden Life, Cyl. iti 3. 
Your life is hid with Chriſt in God : and he has 
hidden Food, Rev. ii. 17. To him that over- 
comes I will give to eat of the hidd:n Manna. 
As he has ſecret Sorrows which the World 
knows nothing of, to has he hidien Joys, 
Prov. xiv. 10. The heart knows its own bitter- 
neſs, and a ſtranger doth not intermedale with 
his joy. And hence it is, that the World 
knows little or nothing of the Bread he 
Eats, the Life he Lives, the Joy he Joys. 
1 Joh wii. 1. Therefore th: world knoweth us 
not, becanſs it ku:w him not. Whatever is 
within the compals of Senſe. and Fleſh, the 
Natural Man underſtands; thar he values, 
prizes, relithes, and bletiech himſelf in, be- 
cauſe he tinds a {uitableneſs berween them, 
and his own Frame: but if rhoſe who profels 
themſelves Believers have nothing more than 
this comes to, to produce, in vain do they 

hope 
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hope to perſuade others of the excellency of 
{ their Religion. 

> || Let us therefore give all Diligence to ge 
| ſuch a view of the glory of that unſeen 
| World, as may daſh out of countenance all 
the glittering glory of this: and make it ap- 
Z pear by our Converſation, that we can with 
3 a holy Scorn trample upon preſent viſible 
3 carthly periſhing things, that ſo living. by 
Faith, and not by Senſe, our Hearts may 
Z bein Heaven, where our Treaſure is; and 
our Converlation in Heaven, where our 
Hearts are. 


F. 4. Come we now to the fourth General 
Head, the only thing remaining before we 
come to the Application, viz. 

The Reaſons why every one that Profeſſerh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould confcienrioutly 
labour to Adorn the Doctrine of it in All 
things. The Reaſons aſſigned will be very 
few, let us Pray that the Good Spirit would 
make them very lirong. 

1. Reaſon. It ought to be our great Care 
ro Adorn the Doctrine of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe it 1s the Doctrine of the Great God. 
It's a Doctrine that was given forth from him 
that has abſolute Power to Command us, 
John vii. 16. The Doctrine is not mine, but his 
that ſ:nt me, and therefore we are to receive 
it, entertain it, as fuch, x 7h!ſſ. ii. 13. Te re- 
Ciaa 
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ceived it, not as th: word of men, Ent as it is 
in truth the word of God, The Reproach caſt 
upon the Word of God, is caſt upon the Au- 
chor. of it, God himſelf, Rome. ii. 23, 24: 
Throuzh breaking of th: law, diſhonour:ſt thou 
God 2 For the name of God is blaſphemed among 
the Gentiles through you. As the aftront of- 
fered to the Laws, reflets upon the Laws- 
giver; and God is concerned in Honour to 
vindicate the diſhonour caſt upon his own 
Laws. Theſe things are drawn into a nar- 
row Compals, and we may enlarge upon them 
with caſe in our own Hearts. Let us be 
well adviſed whether we be not bound in 
Conſcience to vindicate the Name of God, 
by Adorning this Doqtrine, which has been 
ſo horribly blaſphemed by defacing it. He 


that Spits in the Face of Religion Spits in 


the Face of God. He that tramples upon 
the Word, tramples under Foot the Son of 
God. 

2. Reaſen. "Tis the Doctrine of our Savi- 
our, our Redeemer; and thele Terms carry 
ſtrong Obligations in them to Adorn his Do- 
Grine; or having already defiled it, to re- 
pair the damage we have done it. The for- 


mer Reaſon was drawn from Authority, but 


this from Intereſt, and both of them work by 
Love. Chrilt is a Saviour,. and has preacli'd 
the Doctrine of Salvation. A Redeemer, and 
has revealed the Doctrine of Redemption. 
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A Mcdiator, and has made known how <Sin- 
ners may come unto God by him. It was 
St. Auſtin's cenſure of the Platoniſts, Patriam 
Vidernunt, viam ignorarunt, They ſaw ticir 
Country, but knew not the way to 1t : they 
had at leaſt ſome rude conſuited Notions, 
chat Bleſſedneis muſt needs lie in the enjoy- 
ment of a perfect infinite Being; but how ro 
attain Reconciliation and Communion with 
him they were at a lols ; what they faw zz 4 
Glaſs darkly, the Goſpel has revealed plainly, 
and we ſee it with open Face, 2 Cor. iii.18. And 
what they were totally ignorant of, we be- 
hold in a clcar ſight; tnat is, wherein our 
everlaſting Happineſs dorh conſiſt, and how 
we may reach that Happineſs. And ihall we 
tread under our Feet that blefled Doftrine, 
che power whereof in our Hearts will cer- 
tainly fave us; and the Guiir lying upon our 
Head will eternally Condemn us. 

The Apolile's Plcading 1s clear and ſtrong, 
1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. Te are not your own, for ye 
are bouzht with a price that ye may glorifie him 
in your ſpirits and bodies, which are his. It 
is an acknowledged piece of Juſtice, that he 
that purchaies lawfully, thould enjoy peace- 
ably ; and with whar indignation do we ex- 
claim againſt that Man that keeps out of 
Poſſeition a lawful Purchaſer. - Contider this 
Caſe, 'tis your owa ; if Chrilt has bought 
you with an invaluable Price, whole true _ 
G ue 
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lue none can perfetly underſtand, but the 
Father to whom it was paid : ſhall we Trear 
that Goſpel which brings us theſe glad tidings 
with Contempt and Neglect? 

3. Reaſon. To. Adorn the Doctrine of our 
God and Saviour, will be our own greateſt 
Ornament. Holineſs was the comely wear of 
Primitive Chriſtianity : no Artificial Dreſs 
did ever ſo Adorn its Profeſſion and Profeſ- 
ſors as plain Godlineſs. The Varniſh and 
Paint of Art will waſh off with a little ſtormy 
Weather, but wiſdom makes the face to ſhine, 
Eccleſ. ix. 1. This 1s the Counſel of Divine 
Wiſdom, Prov. i. 9. My ſon, hear the inſtrutti- 
on of thy father, and forſake not the law of 
thy mother : for it ſhall be an ornament of grace 
to thy head, and chains to thy neck. This was 
the Tyrc wherewith the holy women of old 
7m? Adorned themſelves, 1 Pet. iii. 4. Even 
the Ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which 
in the fight of God is of great price. Such 
was the Dreſs of the Goſpel, before the com- 
monneſs of vain Modes and wanton Faſhions 
took away the Deformity of Pride, and al- 
moſt forced the Antient Simplicity to retire 
into Corners. 

Did we ſecan Antient Piece, drawn by the 
Hand of ſome of the great Maſters of Greece 
or /tily, we ſhould admire the Painting, tho 
pernaps ridicule rhe Antick Garbs. Surely 
if ſome of the Primitive Profeſſors ſhould riſe 
from 
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from the Dead; they wotld neither know us; 
nor we them. A heavenly Converſation is. 
Antiquiated ; every one wears the Livery of 
his Party ; the diſtinguiſhing Shibboleth of his 
own Sect : but where are they that accom- 
mo-iate themſelves in All things to the Do- 
Ctrine according to Godlinels ! What an 
honour to be a Citizen of the New Feruſalem ? 
To be an Heir of God, and a joint Heir with 
Chriſt his Elder Brother ; and let us endea- 
vour to reflet ſome of the honour back 
again upon the Goſpel which we receive 
from 1t. 

4: Reaſon. To Adorn the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel will greatly recommend it to thoſe 
who arc at preſent Strangers to it. We 
have the prejudices of Meh to contend with ; 
cheir radicared Enmities to ſubdue and con- 
quer : we diſpute, weargue in vain. 'Tisa ſevere 
uniform Holineſs, ſuited. ro the Principles, 
Precepts, and Promiſes, that muſt either 
wreſt their Weapons our of their Hands, or 
make them frcely lay down their Arms at the 
Foot of a Redeemer, 1 Pet. iji. 2, The Apo- 
ſtle ſuppoſes a very hard Caſe : that 4 be- 
licving wife is uncqually yoaked to an unvelieving 
husband : an uneaſie condition ! But how may 
tr be remedied 2 The Apoſtle anfwers, If any 
obey not the werd, they may be won by the cons 
verſation of the wives : but the queſtion is 
What Converſation will reach that end 2 He 
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anſwers again, While they behold your chaſt 
converſation coupled with fear. 

Are there any of you who have a Neigh- 
bour, a Relation, a Friend that is as your 
own foul; for whote Converſion you have 
longed, prayed, mourned, and added Coun- 
ſel, Entreaties to your Prayers, and Tears; 
add a holy humble conſciencious Converſa- 
tion, keeping your Conſciences void of of- 
fence toward God and Men; and deſpair not 
of {uccels. 

5. Reaſon. There's nothing more Provokes 
the wrath of God, than to throw Dirt in the 
Face of the Goſpel; and the next Provocation 
is, not to wipe that off, which others have 
thrown upon it- Which way God will vindi- 
cate his inſulted Honour ; which way he will 
Avenge himſelf upon a careleſs, or looſe, or 
indifterent Generation of Profeſlors, I can- 
not foretel : whether he will take the Sword 
into his provoked Hand; or give a Com- 
miſſion to Fire, Plague, or other Judgment, 
ro avenge the - Quarrel of his Goſpel ; bur 
certain it is, he will do it, Levit. xxvi. 25;26. 
T will brinz a ſmord upon you, that ſhall avenze 
the quarrel of my covenants: and when you | are 
gathered together in your Cities, I will ſend the 
peſtilence amongſt you : and ye ſhall be d:livered 
into the hands of your enemies, and when I hav: 


broken the ſtaff of your bread, &C. / 
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We have notoriouſly affironted the Goſpel 
of our God and Saviour, either by unmerci- 
ful Perſecution, or an unſuitable Converſa- 
tion: this Goſpel has juſt cauſe of Quarrel a- 
gainſt us. God takes the Quarrel of his de- 
{piſed Truths, Precepts, Promiſes, Ordi- 
nances, into his own Hands, he will avenge 
it : He has already ſent us a Challenge, nay, 
he has drawn blood on us; bur yet his pati- 
ence waits, and {trives with us, and calls to 
us to take. up the Controverſic-: whar ſhall 
we do > Either we muſt fight it out, and car- 


'ry on a vigorous War againſt Heaven ; or 


entertain, O that we would entertain, bet- 
ter, wiſer Counſels, and Agrce with our Advr- 
ſary quickly whilſt we are in th: way with him, 
and he in the way with us, leſt, | tremble to 
mention what follows. Let us then Repent, 
and turn to the Lord with our whole Heart ; 
let us Reform our Perſons, Families, our 
Lives, peradyenture the Lord may be, nay 
certainly the Lord will be reconciled to us, 
and have Mercy upon us. 


F. 5. The Improvement of the Point only 
remains : and till we have done thar, we have 
done nothing : bur here we arc uſually un- 
der ſome miſtake ; we think it is only the 
Preachers work to make Application, when 
it's the proper Duty of All ro apply it. 
All he can do is to Diret how it may, 
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how it muſt be appplied by all that hear it. 

This 'Truth muſt be applied and improved 
two ways: by way of Humiliation, and Ex- 
horration. 


= __ 


I. Daprovement by way of Humiliation. 


AE we then throughly convinced hat 
it ought 10 be the cantious care of all that 
Prefeſs the Geſpel, to Adorn the Doitrine of it, 
7. all things 2 Let us then be humbled ! Let 
ps take up a bitter Lamentation over this 
þleeding, gaſping, and if Grace prevent not, 
this dying Goſpel. Ir has fared amongſt us, 
juſt as the paor Man, Luke x. 30. Who went 
down from Jeruſalem to Fericho, and fell a- 
mong thieves: they ſirip him, wound him, and 
leave him half dad: but who could expect 
berter guarter from bloody Thieves ? In this 
dying and deſperate ftare, there comes by 
a Prieſt ; he ſees him, bur his Eyes did not 
ate his Hcarr, but paſſes by. A Levite next, 
he beſtows a careleſs look upon him, but paſſes 
Ly oa the oth:r fide. Might not better things 
have been expected from the Prieſts and Le- 
vites ? Well ! In the agony, and pangs of 
Death, comes by a Samaritan ; one abhorred 
both by Prieſt and Levire ; one that rhey 
damned for a wretched Schitmarick ; but yct 
he had Bowels of Compaſſion for the ex- 
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piring Man : he binds up his Wounds, and 
takes care for his Cure. The Doctrine, the 
Goſpel of God our Saviour lies here a 
bleeding, a dying | "Tis in vain to 1ti- 
quire who has been the Aſſaſſin, who has 
committed the Maſlacre > For all will re- 
moye the guilt from themſelves, though all 
be guilty : in the mean time Religion bleeds 
on, and is ready to give up the Ghoſt! Now 
it's uſual when a Perſon is found {ore 
wounded in the Streets, to ask who wound- 
ed him 2 At leaſt ro deſcribe them by ſuch 
Characters, that rhey may be purſued, ſeized, 
and brought to Condign Punithment : But 
haye we Courage enough, Conſcience enough 
ro ask wounded Religion this queſtion? How 
readily would it anſwer, though with the 
Accents of a languithing Voice, It was you, 
all, and every one of you that are guilty ; 
and our own Conlciences will accutle, and 
convict us that we are the Men ! 

When our Saviour, Matth. xxvi. 21, 22. 
Had told his Apoſtles that oze of them ſhould 
vetray him. They were exceeding ſorrowful and 
began to fay one by one, Lord is it I? Lordis 
it T2 He that knows his own deceitful Heart, 
and the Corruption thar lies dormant there, 
will find Reaſon to {uſpe& that a Temptation 
may awaken it to deny his Lord, nay to bc- 
tray and fell his Lord and Saviour : Peter and 
James and Jobs ſuſpected themlelyes as mucli 
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as Judas, and none of us but have caule to ſay, 
Lord was it I> I that denyed thy Trurh 2 I thar 
blemiſhed thy Goſpel? And if ſo, O let us 
mourn, and, mourn bitterly over him whom 
we have pierced, as one that mourneth for 
an only Son, Zech. xii. 10. 

It was a cutting word that would haye 
wounded the Heart of any but an Obdu- 
rate Judas. TJuaas betrayeſt thou the Son of Man 
with a kiſs : Do,we pretend to Kiſs him, and 
yet baſely betray him? The ſmiling Face 
aggravates the Rancour of the falſe Heart. 
This was the baſeneſs of Foab, thar he ſaluted 
Abner and ſtabbed him : do we Complement 
Chriſt, and Stab him 2 

Ihe Goſpel may fay to us in the language 
of that Prophertick Scheme, Zech. xiii. 6. The 
Queſtion was asked, What are theſe wounds in 
thy hands 2 Religion will anſwer, Theſe with 
which I was wounded in the houſe of my friends. 
This 13 that which wounds dceper than the 
Swords, the Nails the Spear, the Thorns, 
that wounded Chriſt : He has been wounded 
:n the Houſe of his Friends ! Let not our 
aeccitful Hearts think to evade the charge: 
by ſaying, Lord when did I Buffet thee, or 
Spit upon thee? It was the Soldiers! When 
did I Crown thee with Thorns, or put a 
Reed into thy Hands 2 Or nail thee to the 
Crois, or pierce thy fide with a Spear? It 
was the Fews that Accuſed thee, Pilate that 
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Condemn'd thee, the Souldier that Pierced 
rhee. Nay, but it was thou even thou, who 
pretending to ſubmit ro my Scepter, didſt 
make it ar pleaſure, but a broken Reed. Ic 
was thou that did{t profeſs much loye with 
thy Lips, and yet waſt falſe ro my Ho- 
nour and Intereſt, thou didſt betray me ! Thou 
that didft call me Lord and Mater, and yet 
diſobey my Commandments : And if Chriſt 
and his Goſpel finds no fairer Quarter from 
Friends, what may he expect when he falls 

into the Hands of Thieves ? | 
It was this which.cut David to the heart, 
to be fo rreacherouſly dealt with by a pre- 
tending Friend, Pal. xli. 9. Min? own fami- 
liar friend in whom IT truſt:d, that did eat of 
my bread, hath lift up his heel againſt me. 
May not we take up the {ame heavy and 
dolefu] Complaint on the bchalt of Religion. 
They that have caten her Bread, and drank 
her Wine have kicked and ſpurned ar her. 
icar the Plalmiſt, again, mournfully bewail- 
ing his Caſe, Pſal. Iv. 12,13,14. /t was mot an 
enemy that reproached m?, for then I could hav? 
born it ; neither was it he that hated me, that 
did magnify himſelf againſ} me, then I would 
have hid my ſelf from him. But it was thou, 
a mai, mine equal, my guide, my acquaintance. 
We took ſweet counſel together, and walked to 
the houſe of God in company. "This was the 
cutting, killing Stroke! And this aggrayares 
| the 
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the Caſe of Religion in this diſmal day. Re- 
ligion has been wounded, betrayed, reproach- 
ed by pretended Friends ; when yet the Up- 
right like that holy dying Woman, 1 Sam. 
iv. 22. know not how to out-live the depart- 
zng glory, but are willing todie with it. It's a 
matter of the greateſt Difficulty co perſuade us 
ro Repent of our guiltineſs in this Thing, and 
before I can hope to prevail, I muſt premiſe 
a few Particulars. | 

1. Whatever Reproach the Profeſlors of 
Religion draw upon their own Perſons, will 
certainly be faſtned upon their Profeſſion, 

Now tho” this be an unjuſt Procedure to 
Reproach a Holy Truth, becauſe he that 
owns it holds it in Unrighteouſneſs ; yet thus 
it will be in Fact, the Crimes, the Exceſles of 
Men will refle&t upon the Doctrine. They 
that will Reproach Men for their Dutics, will 
much more reyile them for their Iniquities ; 
and from thence take a welcome occaſion to 
revile their Principles and Profeſſions. 

2. Whatever Reproach falls upon Religion. 
will rcfle&t upon the Author of it, even our 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf. And this ſhould 
ſway with all our Conſciences, to walk in- 
offenſively, to give no juſt Occaſion to them 
that ſeck it, and watch for it, to blaſpheme 
the Name of our God : Hear, how affectio- 
natcly rhe Pſalmiſt prays, Pſal. Ixix. 6. Let 
not them that wait on thee, O Lora, be aſhamed 
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for my ſake ; let not them that wait on thee be 
confounded for my ſake, O Lord God of Iſrael. 
And he had reaſon to be ſenſible that ſome 
Pious Souls might be juſtly offended at him, 
and reproached for him, when by his ſin he 
had cauſed the Enemies of Gad to blaſpheme, 
2 Sam. XL 14. 

But that I may more effeQually Proſecute 
this Uſe in inviting you to Humiliation for, 
and Lamentation over thoſe Scandals which 
our Holy Religion has contracted upon our 
Account, I will endeavour to lay before you 
theſe three things. 

x. I will ſhew what an Excellent Religion 
we have reproached. 

2. I will lay before you the great Zeal of 
the Primitive Chriſtians to Adorn their Reli- 
gion in thoſe pureſt Times. 

3. I will further open how unworthily we 
have defiled it in ours. 


F. 1. Ler me ſhew you what an Excellent 
Religion that is, which we have thus (hamefully 
Reproached. 

Amongſt the many Great and Glorious Ex- 


cellencies of thre Chriſtian Religion as ir ſtands 


deſcribed and recorded in the Scriptures of 
Truth, this is one. . 
(1.) It is a ſound Dodrine, 1 Tim. vi. 3. 
wholeſome words, vyaauyorns Agyer © ſuch as arc 
{ound in themſelves, and make ſound. 777. 
i), I. 
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it. I. Speak thou the things which become ſound 


doftrine : @ mpira Th vyavreoy Nitoxanica * 
All is found, all ſincere, nothing rotten. 

1. This Doctrine imbibed will make 4 
ſound Head, not filling it with empty No- 
tions, aiery Speculations, much leſs with rot- 
ren Matter, which will breed Impoſtumes, 
and break out into Ulcers, - but with ſuch 
due Conceptions of God as will ſettle our 
Faith, engage our Fear, provoke our Love, 
command our Obedience, and in all, ſecure 
the Souls everlaſting Intereſt. 

2. Ic will make 4 ſound Heart ; the Pſalmiſt 
prays, Pſal. cxix. 80. Let my heart be ſound in 
thy ſtatutes, that I may not be aſhamed. As the 
Truth received into the Head, will keep us 
ſound from Heterodoxy, fo the fame Truth 
entertained in its Power into the Heart, will 
ſecure it from Zypecriſy. 

3. It will make a ſound Conſcience ; for 
herein alone is that Doctrine of Peace and 
Reconciliation with God revealed through 
Chriſt, whoſe Blood ſprinkled oz the conſci- 
ence purges it from dzad works to ſerve the li- 
vVinz God, Heb. ix. 14. 

4. It will produce a ſound Converſation ; 
we may lay it down for a Rule, that Reli- 
gion which begins in Hypocriſy, will end in 
Apotacy. And there's little difference whe- 
ther we goin a True way with a falſe Heart, 


or forſake that way through a falſe Heart ; a 
{ound 


MOT TN Fry 


HE ne ts T 
he 


NN cp od es et 
[oy K "rye PF; 
DONOR BABE 3D. 


the Ornament of Religion. 93 


ſound Heart 1s the great preſervative againſt 
both. py 

Now here we have cauſe to mourn till we 
have exhauſted the Springs of Tears, and 
can weep no more ; Lamenting over the .rot- 
ren Doctrines of our Days, which have de- 
fied and defaced this Holy and Sound Do- 
Arine; the rotten Converſations that have 
ſhamed it, and rendred it contemptible. The 
Truth is, we can neither bear our Remedy 
nor our Diſeaſe ; we are ſick with our Food, 
and ſick with our Phyſick. The Scripture 
gives us Truc Notions of God, but Men are 
Ignorant, and too proud to be taught, r 7m. 
Vi 3. Proud knowing nothins. This Doctrine 
would be a lamp to our feet, bur we ſhur our 
Eyes againſt it ; and a /izht 10 our paths, but 
we will not uſe it, nor admit it to be our 
Guide in the ways of Holineſs. 

(2.) Another Excellency of the Goſpel is, 
that it's a Dottrine according to Godlineſs, 
r 7im.i.3. And a Dodrine after Godlineſs, 
Tit. 1. I. #47 curred. As if the whole 
Syſtem of Divine Truth were ſquared and 
modelled by Godlineſs: Ir's not only true, that 
Godlineſs mult be tried and proved by this 
Dottrine, bur that the DoGctine is formed 
and faſhioned 'by the Rule of Godlineſls ; 
every Leaf, Line, Propoſition, 1s adapted to 
the advancement of Godlineſs. Here's no 
Induſgence for Sin; no Toleration for Luſt, 

not 
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not one looſe Principle in tlie Body of Scrip- 
cure Divinity ; and if any Doctrine offers it 
{elf that breaths nor Purity, we may ſafely 
_ it as that which is zo: after Godlis 
neſs. 

And let this alſo renew our Lamentation, |: 
that ſuch a Doctrine has been tortured upon || 
the Rack of unſancified Wits, to abet filthi- 
neſs and uncleanneſs : Men have reap'd what 
God never {ow'd, and gather'd what the : 
Holy Spirit never ſtrew'd : when this Grace *? 
of the Goſpel is rurned into laſciviouſneſs; 
and Men have abounded in fin, becauſe the *: 
Grace of God has abounded towards Sin- 
ners. I 

(3.) Ir has this Peculiar Excellency, that y 
in eyery reſpeCt it's Good and Profitable to Men. 
It is calculated expreſly according to the I- *': 
mage of him that is good, and doth good. = 
Pſal. cxix. 68. Such is this Holy DoQtrine ; 
it's a {anctifying and a ſaving Doctrine. Prov. |: 
iv. 1,2. Hear ye children, attend to know un- > 
derſtanding, for T give you good doctrine, for= © 
fake y2 not my law. This DoQtrine reveals E- 
rernal Life, and the only way to it; it diſco- 
vers what we mult know, that we periſh nor 
in Ignorance ; what we mult believe, that we 
perith not in Infidelity ; what we muſt do, 
that we periſh not by Diſobedience ; what 
we mult ayoid, that we periſh not in our 
Raſhneſs : It reyeals the end of Creation, Re- 

demption, 
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demption, and how to reach the end of our 
Faith, Hope, Prayers, in the Enjoyment of 
God bleſſed for ever to Eternity. Burt if you 
would have the Particulars in which 'tis good 
and profitable laid before you at once, read 
that place, 2 77m. iii. 16, 17. All Scripture is 
given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable 
for dodFrine, for reproof, for correition, for in- 
ſtruition in righteouſneſs, that the man of God 
may be perfett thorowly furniſht unto all good 
works. 

And upon this Account, if our Eyes were 
Rivers, and our Heads a Fountain of Tears, 
we could not enough mourn; that Men have 
turned God's glory into ſhame, Plal. iv. 2. The 
Divine Glory has diſplayed it ſelf gloriouſly 
in the Goſpel ; the Glory of his Mercy ma- 
nifeſted ro loſt, ſelf-loſt Sinners ; the Glory 
of his Juſtice manifeſted and ſatisfied in his 
Son, the Glory of his Holineſs ſhining out 
in the Precepts, the Glory of his Truth ſhi- 
ning out in the Promiſes, the Glory of his 
Wiſdom manifeſted in adjuſting all Intereſts, 
and anſwering all the Pretenfions of the Holy 
Law, and yet all rheſe impiouſly turned in- 


to Shame. 


F. 2. To ſhew the Zeal of the Primitive 
Chriſtians to Adorn their Religion. 


In 
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In thoſe Pureſt Times, Religion had ano- 
ther Face than now it wears ; it was deliver- 
ed Pure to them by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and they repreſented it ſuitably to the worſt 
of their Enemies, and thele things were their 
Glory. | 

1. Fir}, There was nothing more eminent- 
ly ſound amongſt them, than Love without 
Diſſimulation : The Heathen among whom 
they dwelt, could not but ſay, O how theſe 
Chriſtians love one another. ACt.1i.1. They were 
all together with one accord in on: houſe; as 
if one Soul animated ſo many Bodies. They 
were of one Heart, one Lip, and one Shoulder, 
that they might Fear on? anothers burdens, and 
fo fulfil the law of Chriſt. Gal. vi. 2. | 
2. A tecond Excellency in them was their 
fervent Zeal for the Flonour of their Redeemer ; 
a Zeal fo hor, that ir quench'd the Flames, 
and the heat of the Fires which devoured 
their Bodies. This they copied out from 
Chriſt the Grand Exemplar of Holy Zeal for 
his Father's Glory. Foh. it. 17. The zeal of 
thy houſe hath eaten mz up. Chriſt's' time for 
Slecp, Food, Reſt, was all eaten up by his 
Holy Zeal to do his Father's Will, and finith 
his Work. Such was the Original which they 
propounded to themſelyes for Imitation, and 
they wrote afrer it with great ExaQtneſs ; thev 
minded, purlued more the concerns of their 

Lora 
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Lord than their own ; the publick Interei} 
of the Church drowned th-ir own private 
lictle Tntereſts ; as the Sun 1hizing upon our 
culinary Fires extinguiſhes them, {o Qid their 
Zeal for Chriſt burn up all thote petty Ani- 
moſities, which when peace and reit from 
Perſccution indulged rhem, broke our into 
dividing and conſuming Flames. 

Thirdly, It was their Glory that they lived 
in 4a continual waiting for, and exp:tition of 
the coming of their Lord; which glorious Day, 
tho' they could not haſten, yet their longing, 
praying Souls haſtened unto-that Day.. 2 Pet. 
Lii. 12. Looking for, and haſtnivs unto th 
coming of the diy of God, How did they pa- 
tiently wait, and yet paſſionately pray, cc72 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly, Rev. xxii. 20. They 
longed to ſce their Lord upon his Throne ; 
to ſee all the Kingdoms of the Worid brought 
into ſubjeftion to the King of Saints; and 
their preparations were antwerable ro their 
expectations, making ready for the bleſſed 
Appearance of their bleſſed Saviour. 

Fourthly, Their Diſconrſ:s, their Lives ſa- 
voured of Heaven, their Buſineſs, their Con- 
verſation was above, whence they looked 
for their Saviour ; their Perſecutors, when 
they ſtripr them of all the accommodations 
of their Pilgrimage, would ſay with ſcorn, 
We do Eut eaſe you of what you ſay is your bur- 
a:n, and impediment in running your Race þ 

an 
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and others when they dragged them ro the 
Stake and Fire would ſcott, We do Ent ſend 
you whither you long and pray to go. 

How wretchedly we have copicd out thoſe 
Excellencies, all the World {ces better than 
they who have moſt cauſe to be aſhamed. 
If we had holy Paul's Heart, we ſhould ſhed 
his Tears ; Phil. iii. 19. Many walk ( of whone 
I have told you eften, and now tell you weepinz ) 
that thzy are enemies of thz croſs of Chriſt, who 
mind earthly things. An earthly Converſation, 
bears the cleareſt Contradidtion to a heaven- 
ly Revelation. And now what would dry 
up the Apoſtles Tears, or what would wipe 
oft this filth from the face of Religion, but 
that gracious Temper of his, vr. 20. Onr 
0. lr is in haven, from whence we look 
for the Saviour, th: Lord Feſus Chriſt, who 
ſhall change onr wile bodies, and make them like 
ro his glorious Lody. And let us from thence 
draw this Inference : If we look that Chriſt 
ſhould once art laſt vindicate our Bodies 
from the Duſt, let us be ambitious to vindi- 
cate his Goſpel from the Dirt : Do we look 
and hope that he will redeem our vile Bodies 
from the Grave, let us labour to recover his 
precious Goſpel from its Tomb, and pray thar 
at length ic may have a glorious Reſurre- 
Cction. ; 
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FS. 3. Letus in the laſt place conſider how 
Unworthily this Glorious Goſpel has been 
defaced in our Generation, and from thence 
furniſh our Souls with Matrer for Humulia- 
tion and Lamentation. 

The Primitive Chriſtians are remarkable 
for All Love; we may be juſtly reproached 
for All Hatred ; they were united, we di- 
vided, and ſubdivided, and crumbled into 
Parties, when they were All one Bread. Love 
and Aﬀection is now confined to ſome difcri- 
minating mode of Profeſſion ; and the Er- 
quiry is not now, whether a Man bears the 
Image and Superſcription of Chriſt, but whe- 
ther he bears ours. The old Heat of Pri- 
mitive Zeal is turned into a feavourith pre- 
ternatural Heart againſt each other. Ir would 
be difficult ro touch this Point, and nor to 
break out into Satyr ; but that we cannor 
Reprove another, but we muſt Reproach our 
ſelves. We have been ſo fiercely biting one 
another, that it's a Miracle of Divine Mercy 
that we are not devoured by one another. 
Sheep, whoſe CharaQter has been Meekneſs 
and Mildneſs, are become Roaring and Ra- 
venous Lions : How little do we expreſs the 
likeneſs of Chriſt who was »zek and lowly in 
heart. The Goſpel would haye taught us 
another Spirit, Col. ii1.13, Forbearing one anc» 
ther, and forgiving one another, if any ma 

H I haws 
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hiv: a quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt fors 
gave you, ſo alſo do ye. 

And we have added to thar Scandal, which 
we have brought upon our Holy Religion, 
that we haye intitled Chriſt ro all our re- 
proachful Diſorders ; and the Argument runs 
now to divide, to quarrel for Chriſt's ſake, 
when 'tis for Chriſt's ſake that we ſhould U- 
nite and be at Peace. And yer farther, have 
we aggravated our Guilt in a fooliſh thought 
to exonerate and juſtify our {elves by bur- 
dening and loading others, when the impar- 
rial can eaſily judge thar all are wrong, bur ne- 
ver determine who is in the Right. Thus 
arc we blindly falling upon one another, when 
every Man ſhould ſtrike his hand upon his own 
heart, and cry out, What have I done? Wherein 
have I contribured to that Reproach and Scorn 
that has been thrown upon our Religion? We 
are tharp-ſ{ighted to eſpy the ſlips of our Bre- 
thren, but blind to obſerve our own ſcanda- 
ious Falls. And as the Rain that falls upon 
the Hills is diſcharged upon the Valleys, the 
Valleys again empry themſelves into the Ri- 
vers, the Rivers throw all into the Sea. - Thus 
are we diſcharging our ſelves, charging our 
Brethren, who with equal Zeal and Paſſion, 
and perhaps with cqual Juſtice and Reaſon, 
are retorting the ſame Crimes upon us. In 
the mean time, we are mutually throwing 
Dirt 1n one anothers Faces, toſſing of Fire- 
brands 
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brands at one anothers Heads, and thereby 
ſetting all in a Flame, that may inyolve us all, 
our Liberty and Churches in th: ſa:ne com- 
mon Deſolation. 

I cannot comfortably, yer know not how to 
forbear enlarging a while upon this ungrateſul 
Subject. 

Firſt, Let us bitterly Lament that any of 
the Precious Doctrines of the Goipel have 
been ſo miſerably abuſe, their Gracious 
Deligns fruſtrated upon us, and perverted by 
us. 

For Inſtance: 1. What more endearing 
Truth than that of the Patience of God wait- 
ing upon, and ſtriving with Sinners to lead 
them to Repentance. Rom. 11. 4. And yet what 
Dodtrine more impiouſly abuſed? God is long- 
ſuffering, and Men will be long ſinning ; 
God waits, and they will find Work for his 
Patience. Thus he gave Fezzbel ſpace ro 7c> 
pent and ſhe repented not. Rev. ii. 21. He af- 
fords Day after Day to repent in, and they 
rurn them into Days to be repented of. Like 
zealous Gameſters thar have but an Inch of 
Candle left, and they will pla; ic our ; and 
if the Light had Jatted longer, rhcy would 

have drawn out their Sports longer, and go 
to Bed in the Dark. Such are all imp2nitent 
Sinners, who having a Day of Srace, an Hour 
of Mercy, a Moment of Life wherein ro turn 
to God, {port away thoſe precious Hours and 
{ H 3 Moments 
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Moments not lent them for thoſe Ends ; and 
if Life were prorogued a thouſand Years, 
they would fin thoſe thouſand Y cars ; if their 
Days were Eternal, their Provocations would 
be Eternal. And thus that Goodneſs of Go: 
which ſhould mollify, hardens their Hearts; 
and they will be worſe, and therefore worle, 
ccaule God is better. As if jt were not 
cnough to be Eyil, tho' God be Good ; bur 
they will be therefore Evil becauſe God is 
Good. But rhis Treatment of the Divine Pa- 
tience has bzen foretold. 2 Pet. iii. 4. There 
thail come in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after 
their onn lufts, and ſaying, Where is the promiſe 
of his coming ? For func? th: Fathers fell aſleep, 
all thinzs continu: as they were from th: be- 
inning of the creation : Where is the promiſe 2 
A Promile indeed it 1s, a moſt Gracious one 
ro them that wait and prepare for his com- 
ing ; bur a Threatning, a molt dreadful Threat- 
ning to them that harden their Hearts by 
it ; [mpenitency turns a Promiſe into a Threat- 
ning. But upon what Preſumptions do they 
thus harden their Hearts > Becauſe all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the 
Creation. O moſt perverſe Gloſs upon the 
Text of Divine Forbearance |! for, ver. 9. The 
Lord is not ſlack concerning his promiſe as ſome 
men count ſlackneſs, but is long-ſuſfering to us 
ward, not willins that any ſhould periſh, but that 
all ſhould cemze to repentance, 
” þ 2. And 
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2, And whar more comfortable Doftrine 
than that of the Free Pardon of Sin, and Ju- 
ſtification rhrough Faith in the Righteouſnels 
of Chriſt. Rom 111. 24. B2ing juſtified freely by 
his grace, throuzh the r:d:mption that is in 
Feſus Chriſt, We cannot mention this with- 
out bitter Tears, that Men will therefore 
freely fin, becauſe God will freely pardon. 
If his Grace abound, they will abound in 
Ungracionſneſs. His Mercics are Great, and 
they will therefore provide great Sins to em- 
ploy and exerciſe his great Mercy. Whar a 
poiſonous Heart muſt that be that converts, 
or rather perverts fo {wcet a Doctrine into 
Mortal Poylſon ? 
. Nor has it fared better with the Do- 
Qrine of rhe Perſeverance of Saints, which 
has not been cried down only by ſuch as 
deny it, but Reproached by thoſe that own 
it. The Goſpel would teach us to work ont 
our ſalvation with fear and trembling ; becauſe 
it's God that works in us 1o will, and to do of 
his own good pleaſare ; Phil.ii.12. Not to be 
ſlothful becauſe God works, but to work 
more diligently, becauſe we have the Divine 
Aſſiſtance. The ſame Golpel would engage 
us, 2 Pet.i.5. To make our calling and elettion 
ſure. To make it out that we are efteu- 
ally brought home to God, and from thence 
ro infer our Election, and not to delude our 


Souls with the Sophiſtry of Hell. If I be 
H 4 eledtcd 
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elected I ſhall be faved, tho' I wallow in all 
manner of abominable Filthineſs. 

Szcozdly, Let us renew our Lamentations, 
that the Lives of Profeſſors expreſs no more 
of the Power of the Truths and Preceprs of 
chat Golpel which they do Profeſs. The 
Temper of Religion as deſcribed in the Scrip- 
are is Meekneſs, Humility, Compaſſion, Be- 
neficence, Charity, Heavenly-mindedneſs ; but 
theie are ſo ill Copied out by them, that we 
may ſeek for Religion among thoſe that are 
Religious and not find it. And by this means 
Chriit himſelf is repreſented unlovely, un- 
aefirable, and the inward Enmity in the 
Hearts of Men is provoked, exaſperated and 
inflamed in Perſecution. 

And from hence it is that wicked Men 


think they have got ſufficient Matter to 


juſtify all their Revilings, their Blaſphe- 
mics againſt our Saviour and his Doctrine, 
and think they do God Service, while they 
are endeavouring to root out of the Earth, 
a Religion which is rendred Odious by the 
unſuitable Conyerfartions of thoſe that ſeem 
ro glory in it. | 
' The Offences thatare given will not juſtify 
choſe that take them: There isa Woe denoun- 
ced againſt the World becauſe of Offences, and 
thereisa Woe denounced againſt thoſe thargive 
them. Maith. xviii. 7, Wo be to the world be- 
cauſe of offences, for it muſt needs be that of= 
fences 
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fences come, but woe unto them Ly whom the 


+ cometh. Thus they that take the Of- 
ence fall into Hell, and Juſtice ſends him 
thither that gave it, 


Il. Improvement by way of Exhortation. 


| Muſt conclude with one word of Exhor- 
F 7atzon, To all you that Profels the Do- 
Erine of our God and Saviour, the Do#7rine 
which i according to godlineſs; and yet have 
ſeen it lie gaſping, bleeding, and ready to 
die. O pitty a holy Doctrine that ſufters un- 
worthy things, and a Saviour that ſuffers in 
it : when you lay in your Blood, the Divine 
pity that ſaw you wallowing there hopeleſs, 
and helpleſs, Said nwnto you, even when you 
were in your blood, live! Ezck. xvi. 4, 5, 6. 
And have you no Compaſſion for a bleeding 
Goſpel, for a bleeding Jeſus? *Twas enough 
that he once ſuffered for you, ler him nor a 
ſecond time be Crucified, and Murdered by 
you | When the ſpirit of grace ſhall be poured 
out that is promiſed, Zech. xii. ro. 7o make 
us look upon him that we have pierced; there 
will be bitter mourning, as that for an 9x 
ſon, for a firſt born, for the untimely death 
of a good Joſiah in the walley of Megidao. 
Let us none of us {ay, What i all this to us ? 
Let them fee to it who were guiity ; Let 7- 
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das look to it who betrayed and fold him : 
ſet Pilate look to that who condemned him: 
let Herod look to that who buffered and 
ſ{courged him : ler the bloody Soldier look 
ro that who pierced his Side with his Spear : 
But as for us we are Innocent, and can waſh 
our Hands in Innocency with Plate, ſaying 
we are Innocent of the blood of this Juſt 
Perſon ! O wretched evaſions of deceitful 
Hearts! We, even we, this Profeſling Age, 
this Generation of Profeſſors has Pierced, 
Crucified the Lord Jeſus. As it will be 
charged upon ſome at the great and dread- 
ful day ; that the kindneſs they might have 
thown, and did not ſhow to his Brethren, 
was not ſhown to him ; ſo will it be charged 
that the Diſhonour, the Scandals, the Re- 
proaches they brought upon his Doctrine, 
his Truths, his Worſhip, was thrown upon 
his Perſon. 

] have heard of an aged Gentlewoman who 
having an only Son, who it ſeems had found 
a Piſtol in ſome ſecret place of the Houſe, ſhe 
preſents it to his Breaſt in pleaſantry, but the 
Piſtol fires and Shoots him to the Hearr, 
when he had only {o much time and ſtrength 
as to lay, 4h Mother ! Tou have ſlain your only 
Son ! Think with your ſelves ; what amaze- 
ment , what confuſion, what conſternation 
{ſeized her ſoul when the Hearts blood of 


a dutiful, of an only Son ſpun out into her 
EL Face, 
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Face, and his dying Accents founded in her 
Ears, and ſhe found herſelf Childleſs in one 
moment through her own raſhneſs and folly ! 

Let us ſet before our Eyes the bleſſed 
Goſpel of our dear Lord Jeſus, wounded, 
bleeding, dying by our careleſs Walkings, by 
our Animoſitics and Heats boyled up into 
Hatred ! Not only his ſeamleſs Coat, bur 
his tender Heart rent in pieces by our Di- 
viſions ; together with the Triumphs of the 
Profane, who inſult over Religion, and fay, 
Down with it, down with it, even to the 
ground ; and now it's fallen it ſhall riſe up 
no more. Look ſcriouſly upon theſe things, 
and then tell me, tell your own Souls ; and 
let Conſcience, an awakened, a wounded, 
a refleting Conſcience tell you, with whar 
Regret, with whar ſelf-Abhorrence, you, we, 
all of us ſhould reſent theſe Indignities offered 
ro the dcar, and precious concerns of our 
God and Saviour. - 

" Lam aflured, and rejoice in that Aiſurance 
that there is a ſound part amongſt the Pro- 
feſſors of the Goſpel, which hath not drawn 
this Condemnation upon their own Heads. 
There was one Foſeph amongſt the guilry 
Sanhedrim who had not contented to their 
unjuſt Sentence, Luke xxiii. 51. There are 
holy ſouls that morn in ſecret for all the A> 
bominations that be done in the midft of us, 
Ezek. ix. 4. And there 'may be others whoſe 

| Hearts 
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Hearts God has rouch'd ' with Sorrow for the 
ſins of others, and Repentance for their 
own : now for the ſake of theſe, and ſuch 
others, as the Conyincing Grace of God ſhall 
reach, ] will 

1. Give ſome Counſel and Advice. 

2. Offer ſome Motives to give an edge to 
that Advice. 


[. Counſel and Advice. 


Y Advice will be reduced to theſe 
4J1 two Heads. 

1. What we muſt Ayoid, if we ſincerely 
deſign, or ever. hope to Recover the Credit 
of the DoCtrine of the Goſpel. 

2. What we muſt do, if we really deſign 
tro contribute any thing to the healing of our 
wounded Goſpel. 


F. 1. What we muſt Avoid, if we ſincerely 
deſign, or ever hope to Recover the Credit 
of the Doctrine of the Goſpel ? 

(r.) The firſt Preſcription muſt be this, 
tEat we watch againſt the breakings out of 
ungovernable Paijions. A Paſſionate Man's 
Heart 1s like Gun-powder ; it may lie quier 
and ſtill at preſent, bur the leaſt ſpark of a 
Provocation ſets it all in a blaze: or like the 
Humours in the Body, which are —_— 
edate, 
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ſedate, but they only wait an occaſion to 
ſer them into a Ferment. If once we lay the 
Reins upon the Necks of our Paſſion, rhe 
inferior part runs away with the {ſuperior ; 
that is, the Beaſt rides the -Man, runs away 
with him, perhaps throws him, and breaks 
his Neck. In theſe Paroxyſms, Reaſon and 
Religion are dethroned, and a baſe Luſt 
uſurps the place. 

He that will not keep a ſevere Hand upon, 
and over theſe unruly Paſlions lies open to 
the Aflaults and Practices of the Devil, Prov. 
XxV. 28, He that hath no Rule over his own 


ſpirit, is like a city that is broken down, and 


without walls: when the Walls are demoliſh'd, 
the {trength is gone, and we become an eaſic 
Prey to our Enemy, and even tempt the 
Temprer to invade us. Tis Meckneſs, Hu- 
mility, Patience, that gives us and keeps us 
in Poſſeſſion of our own Souls, Late xxi.19. 
Now conſider what miſchief this Paſſton 
has done to Religion : our Differences were 
bur few till Paſſion multiplied them ; incon- 
ſiderable till Paſſion heighrned and greatned 
them : we have no Controverſies but might 
have been fairly buried in Chriſt's Grave. 
He that could compromiſe the Differences be- 
tween a juſtly provoked God, and unjuſtly * 
provoking Men, might be ſuppoſed able te 
compole thoſe between Brethren : bur Pride 
and Paſſion haye inflamed the Reckonings, 
& and 
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and who now is able to quench the 
Flame 2 

As others that behold our Paſtions will 
ſuſpect all is nor right with us, ſo have we 
moſt Reaſon to {uipect our ſelves; and to 
queſtion whether ever the Word of God has 
taken any ſaving hold of our Hearts, when 
it cannot govern the intemperance of our 
Lips, Fam. 1. xxvi. 1f any man ſeem to be re- 
lizieus, and bridleth not his tonguz, that mans 
religion is vain. In Yain, as to any acccpta- 
tion it finds with God; and in vain as to any 
{atisfaction it can give the Conſcience : and 
thus the fiery Profeiſor tempts all the world 
to judge there's no Religion in him; and 
then to conclude, there is as little in Reli- 
gion. And this is it which aftrights Aliens 
from the good ways of God ; they render 
Religion ſo unlovely, ſo uncomely, {o little 
amiable, that Strangers think ir berter to be 
as, and where they are, than ro become 
Chriſtians, ſome of whom they ſee fitter for 
Bedlam, than the Church, 

If we could learn to diſcern the Divine 
Providence, in Mens Provocations ; and that 
as the eyil one has a hand in them, the 
righteous, God has an over-ruling hand in 
rhem too, it would ſerve to daſh the Fer- 
ment of our moſt boiling Paſſions, and.teach 
us to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 7he Lord has 
bidd:n him to curſe ms) The ſenſe, and fear 

of 
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of God vigorous upon our Hearts, would 
fortifie them againſt rhe ſudden eruptions of 
theſe Diſtempers, Prov. xxiti. 17. My ſon, be 
thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long, 
and let not thy heart ewvy ſinners. © 

And in a word, It would abate our Paſli- 
on, and the Pride that feeds ir, did we bur 
calmly conſider that our ſtrongeſt Paſſions, 
are our greateſt Impotencies, and that whilſt 
we indulge this laſt, we do but make work 
for Repentance. And what a folly is it to 
give way to that which muſt coſt us bitcer 
Tears, and Sorrow, before we can heal 
thoſe Wounds which thereby we have given 
both our own Conſciences, and our Pro» 
feſſion. 

(2.) Let my next Advice be to avoid all 
Fraud, Falſhood, and Over-reaching in your 
Covenants, Contracts, and Dealings with 
your Neighbours. Every Chriſtian, beſides 
that buſineſs he has with his God, and his 
own Soul, has Afﬀairs in this World, onthis 
ſide Eternal Life. In all theſe, let your 
Hearr be true to God, your Tongue true to 
your Heart, and Heart and Tongue both 
true to your Neighbours, Eph. iv. 25. Where- 
fore putting away all lying, ſpeak every man 
the truth with his neighbour; for we are all 
members one of another. We are all Members 
cither in the Firſ# Adam, or in the Second : 
If in the Firſt. Adam only, yer why ſhould 


we 
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we defraud our own Fleſh and Blood > If 
in the Secopvd, why ſhould we wrong them 
that are with us, the ſame ſpirit 2 x Cor. 
Vi. I7. 

The Pſalmiff, Pſal. xv. 1. Propounds this 
great Queſtion, and propounds it to God 
himſelf, who alone could anſwer it, Lord 
who ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle > And who 
fhall dwell in thy holy hill > Who is thar bleſſed 
Man, whom thou wilt admit to Commu- 
nion with thy bleſſed ſelf in Grace and 
Glory? And amoneglt other Characters that 
deſcribe this perſon : this is one, verſe 2. 
Fe that walketh uprightly, and worketh righte- 
ouſneſs, that ſpeaketh the truth in his heart. 
And verſe 4. He that ſweareth to his own heart 
azd changeth not. Let others go beyond him 
in Temporals, he will be true co Ins own 
Soul, to his God, to his Neighbour, and the 
Credit of his Religion. "Tis a great cons 
tradiction to Religion to uſe falſhood im our 
Commerces, and Conyerſes. Our God is the 
God of Truth, his Word is the Scripture of 
Truth. In all that Goſpel which we Preach, 
there's not one Propoſition but what is 
truth; and the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 1. 18, 19. 
Purgeth himſelf of all Levity, and Incon- 
ſtancy in his Promiſes, by the 'Truth of that 
Goſpel which he Preached. As God # tra? 
pur word toward you was not Yea, and Nay; 
It was not Tea in Promiſing, apd Nay, in Per- 
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forming ; fer (ſaith he) :h2 ſox of God Jeſus 
Chrift was not Tea and Nay. Every 1ea of Chriſt 
1s Tea; and every Nay of Chriſt is Nay: Fide- 
lity therefore is the Image of God, and bears 
{ome ſtrokes of his veracity; as unfaithu- 
neſs bears the Image of the Devil, ho #& 
liar and the futher of it: axd when he ſpoal's 
a lie, he ſpeaks of his own, Jolin viit. 44. And 
if at any time he ſpeaks a Truth, 'tis ot of 
his own, but either by an aver-ruling power 
extorted from him, or from ſome wicked cn 
of his own uſed by him. 

(3.) Ler us be jealous of, and watchful 
over our fclves in thoſe things that lie near 
the Fleſh: our Corruptions are Tinder, one 
{park ſtruck into them {ets all in a flame : 
whatever things therefore are molt ſuitable 
to thoſe Corruptions muſt be carefully in- 
ſpectel. Let us watch over our elves, 
watch againft the Temprer, and his tempta- 
tions, and watch as thoſe that watch for their 
Souls ; and then Pray that God would watch 
over. us and all our watchings, or elſe we 
wake, and watch in vain. 

The things thar lie neareſt. our Fleſh are 
Food and Raiment ; which are apt to awaken 
and draw out ſleeping Corruption. When we 
read of ſome, Jud? 12. That feed themſelves 
without fear : ſurely they know not what an 
Enemy they have that lies in wait to fur- 
prize them Holy Fear would ſuggeſt theie 

i Thoughts. 
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Thoughts. How know I but the Temprer 
has laid a baited Snare for me at my Table? 
And when he is Adorning the Body ; how 
know I bur I may be now preparing a Bair 
for anothers Soul? Let every Man {ſtudy his 
own weak point ; there it is the Devil will be 
{ure to Aſſault thee. It was a dreadful Pro- 
pherick Curle whichrthe Pſalmiſt utters againſt 
tome, Pſal. lxix. 22. Let their table be made a 
ſnare; and let that which ſhould be for their 
god, be to their hurt. How fad is it to find 
Death, in the Cup or Diſh, where he ſeeks his 
Life 2 And yet how many Eat and arink their 
own damnation, perhaps at Chriſt's Table, and 
ar their own ! The Wiſe Man, or rather the 
V/iſe God has given us this Counſel, Prov. 
xxiii. 2. When then fitteſt to eat with a Ruler, 
conſider diligently what is ſet before thee ; and 
put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man 
ziven to appetite. And theſe Thoughts would 
mortifie the cravings of the Fleſh. | 
r. That after all our ſtudious Catering, 
and Carving for the Fleſh, yet we mult die, 
and are now dying ; whilit we are Eating 
and Drinking ; perhaps whillt Sinning, we are 
{till dying : the means of Life will not al 
ways prove eftcctual to preſerve Life. They 
that fed upon Angels Food yet dyed, Fohr 
Vi. 49. Meat for the belly, and th? belly for 
meats, but God will d:froy tath it and them, 
FLAC, Vi 1H. | | 
| | 2, It 
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2. It would greatly abate rhe Luxury of 
the Table, to conſider that the Rich Glutton, 
who fared ſumptuoufly. every day, Luke xvi.19. 
was Dead, Buried, and in Hell, where he 
could not by all his eloquent begging prevail 
for one drop of Water to cool his Tongue, 
{corched with thoſe Flames. | 

3- And it might moderate our craving 
wandring Appetite, to conſider that Nature 
is content. with little, and Grace with leſs : 
and whatever is beyond thele comes of evil, 
and leads to evil. 

4. And thar if we cannot deny our ſelves 
in the leſſer Inſtances, how ſhould we deny 
our ſelves in thoſe more diſhcult Trials which 
Providence may poſlibly call us to? How 
ſhall we be able ro want Neceſlaries, when 
we cannot deny theſe Extravagancies ? 

5. And what a Reproach is it to a Pro- 
feſſor, to feel this raging Hanger for rhe 
Meat that perijſheth, waen there is ſuch a 
languiſhing afteQion for that which endureth 
to cternal Lif:, What a thame that we bring 
ſharper Stomachs to our own Tables, than ro 
the Lord's. 


SF. 2. 1 have given you the Advice of 
God, what you muſt Avoid if you would 
not Defile. It remains now that I lay down 
thoſe Direfions which you muſt otferve, If you 
will Adorn the Dottrine of our Ged and Saviour 
in All things. L 2 'L,) And 
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(r.) And firſt ſeverely Govern your ſelves, 
and the whole Tenor of your Converlſati- 
ons, by that Royal Law, Matrth. vii. 12. All 
things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
unto you, do ye even ſo unto them, for this is 
the Law and the Prophets, A Law which 
Chriſt has tranſcribed out of the Code of 
Nature into his own. A Law which once 
grew upon the ſtock of Morality, bur he has 
tranſplanted and inoculated into the Goſpel. 
Called therefore by the Apoltle St. Fames ii. 8. 
Nougs famdungs., If ye fulfil the rogal law ac- 
reraing to the Scripture, thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
Fear as thy ſelf, ys do well, A Law that car- 
ries the faireſt Stamp and Signature both of 
the Divine Nature and Authority. A Law 
that ſhines with its own Light into the Soul 
of Man. No Man would Defraud, Opprels, 
Perſecute another, if he would give his Con- 
{cience leave to pur this Queſtion to him, 
Would I be thus treated, thus dealt with my 
{eif? A due Attendance to this Rule, woul1 
not only teach us to ds Fuſtice, but to /hew 
Mercy to Others, upon this ſingle confidera- 
tion, I expect Juſtice, and may need Mercy 
and Pity from others : for certainly I am 
obliged to give what I expe; and to ſhew 
what I my ſelf may need. And nothing 
would more reclaim Men from their Unchriſti- 
an, their Antichriſtian Barbarities, than to pur 
our felyes into the {ame Condition, and Cale ; 
ro 
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ro ſuppoſe our ſelves chained in the ſame 
Prifoen, labouring under the {ame preſiures, 
with others of our Brethren. 

r. Whatever Mercy, Pity, Charicy we 
nay poſſibly need in our Extremity, let us 
learn to ſhew it to others in theirs. If we 
ſhut up our Bowels of Compaſtion , what 
may we expect bur that God will ſhur up 
his; and- that will reſtrain the Bowels of 
Compaſiion of all the World to us: as the 
firſt Cauſe either draws nigh to us, or re- 
cedes from; ſo will the ſecond, either aflift 
or forſake us. This Reaſon the Apoltle offers, 
Heb. xiii. 3. why we ſhould Remember theſe 
that are in bonds, and {ympathize with them, 
as if we were bound with them; and thmm that 
ſuffer afflition, as being your ſelves alſo in the 
body. Suppoſe we are not aftually bound, yet re 
are in th: body, and may be fo. We are nor Sick 
as others arc, yet we are in the body, and may be 
{o; and ſhall then need rhoſ{e Charitable Vi- 
ſits, thar Relief, which we now forget or 
neglect to Adminiſter. Or perhaps we now 
abound, dwell at eaſe, yer ſtill we are in the 
Lody, and may ſoon in that very Kind need 
Compaſiton. 

And this may ſeaſfonably lead us into 
the Admiration of the Pity, Compaſſion, 
and Bounty of our- gracious God ; who 
being out of the reach of our Neceſlities, 
yer can exerciſe Bowels of tender Mercy 
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to us poor inning and ſuffering Worms; 
and into the Admiration of the pities of 
Chriſt, who now upon the Throne, and our 
of the way of thoſe Afﬀictions and Tempta- 
tions wherewith we are encompaſſed, yer 
has not left the Humane Nature behind 
him, bur taken it with him into Heaven, 
that he might therein compallionate his di- 
{tretſed Members, whom he # not aſhamed 
to call his brethren, Phil 11.1. 

2, This ought to teach us to do that Ju- 
ſtice to others which we expect others thould 
do to us: for with what judement we judg, we 
ſhall be judged, Matth. vii. 2. This one thing 
would -marvellouſly Adorn the Goſpel, when 
we can Convince all the World that our Re- 
ligion has made us better Men, when ir 
made us Chriſtians, and that we brought a- 
long with us Morality, when we eſpouſed and 
came over to Chriſtianity, 

(2.) Secondly, Maintain a heavenly Mind, 
and Converſation. Let all fce that though 
your Root bc in Heaven, yet you bring forth 
Fruit here an Earth. It has reflected highly 
upon our Profeſſion , that we believe well, 
bur live ill: we have got a Syſteme of hea- 
yenly Truths in our Mouths, but we diſpa- 
rage them with Earthly Lives. A heavenly 
Mind, a heavenly Frame of Heart . would 
iupport a heavenly Converſation ; now be- 
cauſe this 1s that great thing that muſt re- 

| cover 
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cover the Credit, and Honour of the Go- 
ſpel, I will in few words ſhew you whar it is. 

1. A heavenly Mind has unmoveably fixt 
and pitcht upon Heaven for -its great and 
commanding end ; this is his Fathers Houle 
whither he. is always Travelling : 'tis the 
Port 'for which he 1s Bound. And becauſe 
there may be a miſtake in the Notion of 
Heaven, -as that it may be only a place of 
Eaſe, a ſtate of Reſt from the Troubles of 
this Life, he is ſatisfied rhat the enjoyment 
of God in that Place and State makes the 
real Heaven, Pſal. lxxiii. 2 5. Whom have I in 
Heaven but thee ? 

2. The heavenly Mind, and Heart, is al- 
ways vigorouſly purſuing that great De- 
ſign ; and becauſe there are many imperti- 
nent avocations that would ſeduce or ſteal his 
Heart from his end ; he ſhakes them oft with 
indignation, as thoſe that would divert him ' 
in that Holy purſuit; nor does he fo much 
conlider how much of his Race he has run, 
as he ties up himſelf to run the reſt, P71. ji, 
14. Forgetting the things that are behind, and 
looking unto thoſe that are before, we preſs to- 
wards the mark for the prize of our high calling 
in Chriſt Feſus. | 

3. The heavenly Mind, endeavours eſpc- 
cially to maintain a heavenly Temper and 
frame of Heart; which is the life of all 
heavenly purſuits. The Habirs of Grace o_ 
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be reduced into At and Exerciſe ; and 
Grace muſt be laid out to its higheſt and 
nobleſt end, as the beſt Inftrument muſt be 
in Tune before the skilful Hand can make 
Melody upon it ; ſo muſt the Heart be kept 
in Frame ſuitable to rhe ſervices which are 

proper to 1t. | 
4. A heavenly Mind muſt Conform it ſelf 
to, and Exerciſe it {elf in thoſe imployments 
here below, which are the proper Work of 
Heaven : always recovering it ſelf when it 
deviares from its main end, with this Queſti- 
on: My ſoul! How do the Angels, and the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect ſpend their 
Lrſſed Eternity above * They areſurely Prailing, 
Bleſſing, Admiring, Adoring, Loving, and 
Serving their God, their Redeemer, their 
Sandtitier, and Comforter ; and why do not 
we Conform our ſelves to their Pattern ? The 
cercat Law of Heaven governs them, and 
very Thought and Motion of their Wills : 
why co we not then more fervently Pray, 
that we may do the Wl. of God on Earth as 
tis done in Heaven 2 With the ſame chearful- 
neſs and perieverance ? And though we come 
ſhort of their Perfe&t Love, Praile, and Ser- 
vice, yet let us be Practiſing, and tuning our 
Hearts. and Harps, for thofe allelujahs. 
The Work of Eternity muſt be begun in time 
upon us, and done 1n time by us ; nor is 
there a wilder Fancy that can delude the 
yain 
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vain Heart of Man, than ro imagine we ſhall 
leap at once from a Life of murmuring and 
repining here, to a State of Prailing and Glo-- 
rifying God for ever. 

. We cannot doubt but ſuch a Life as this 
would put a New Face upon the Chriſtian 
Religion, and convince the molt obſtinate, 
that we ſuppoſe Everlaſting Life and Glory, 
ro be the moſt Real, Certain, and Excellent 
Thing, when we can live at the Holy, Hea- 
yenly, and Chearful Rate, which ſuppoles it 
to be all theſe ; That we do firmly believe, 
that whatever are the inconvecniencies of our 
Pilgrimage, a Portion in Heaven will anſwer 
them, and repay us. And that therefore we 
look upon our ſelves as dwelling in Tents 
and Tabernacles, withour any fixed City here 
below, as thoſe Holy Patriarchs once did ; 
Hb. x1.9. and dare not drive our Stakes too 
deep into the Earth, becauſe we look long, 
and pray every Day to be called away home 
to our own Countrey. 

( 3.) Let us ſtudy and follow after the 
things that make for Peace; our God is the 
God of Peace ; our Redeemer, the Prince of 
Peace ; the Holy Ghoſt, is the Spiric of 
Peace ; the Goſpel is a Doctrine of Peace, 
which reveald peace on earth, and good will 
towards men, Luk.1i. 14. Bur to our ſhame, 
and the ſhame of our Profeſſion, we have re- 
preſented it as a Civil War, We ſay we own 

one 
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one God, one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, one holy Spirit, 
. and one hope of ſalvatios ; why then do we 
not keep the unity of ſpirit in the bond of 
peace, Epheſ: iv. 3, 4, 5. Peace is that which 
every one will commend, but very few wall 
entertain. If we regard the Orations of Men, 
one would think it the moſt precious and de- 
ſirable thing in the World ; but if we ob- 
ſerve their Diviſions, one would conclude it 
the moſt Pernicious and Dangerous. All Dif- 
ferences in Opinion do not infer a Difterence 
in Religion, nor all Local Separation a Schiſm; 
but when the ſmalleſt Differences are ma- 
naged by proud and froward Spirits, and 
they influenced by ſecular Intereſts, it's a won- 
der to ſee what Flames a little Spark kin- 
dles. The ſum is this ; Perhaps we cannot 
ſyncretize in the Minutes of Religion, nor 
expreſs the finer Stroaks of Uniformity in 
our Sentiments ; yet let us Religiouſly keep 
up a Spirit of Loye to Peace and Truth. 
Chriſt has declared Love to be the Livery 
of his Diſciples, by whieh they - are known 
to be His, Foh. xiit. 35. By this ſhall all men 
know that ye are my diſciples, if yy have love 
one to another, As it was the Livery he en- 
joynd them whilſt living, ſo was it his Le- 
gacy bequeath'd to them when dying, John 
xiv. 27. Peace I leave with you, my peace T1 
give unto Yor, | | 


{ 4.) Let 


the Ornament of Religion. 123 


 (4.) Let us all moſt fervently cry unto 
God that his Holy Spirit may be poured out 
upon the Profeſſors of Religion, and that it 
may accompany the Preaching of the Goſpel ; 
then will the Doctrine of God our Saviour 
ſhine gloriouſly when the Spirit ſhall be its 
Light; then will ir Conquer and Triumph, 
when the Spirit ſhall ſecond ir with his 
Might. This is that which ſubdues the Pride, 
the Paſſions, the unruly Luſts of Men, and 
brings down whatever exalts it ſelf againſt 
the Truth in {ubjedtion to God. This influ- 
ence attending the Word ſhall make Perſe- 
cutors become Preachers ; Scoffers of Reli- 
gion become Admirers of what they have 
Scorned, and Blaſphemers to juſtify that 
Name which they have Reproached ; this 
will give.the Doctrine of the Goſpel a Throne 
in their Hearts who have trampled it under 
their ſordid Feet. And this St. Pau! well 
underſtood when he fo earneſtly entrears the 
Churches Prayers, 2 Theſſ. iii. r. Brethren, 
pray for us that the word of the Lord may 
have free courſe and be glorified. When the 
Light ſhall ſcatter the Darkneſs that like a 
thick Cloud its upon Mens Minds ; when the 
Power of ir ſhall bear down that Oppoſition 
thar rapes in their Hearts; when it thall break 
through all Impediments and make its way 
to the Conſcience, then will the Doctrine of 
pur God and Saviour Adorn ig ſelf, and _ 
nee 
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need any other Ornaments we can put upon 
It. 

I profeſs my ſelf unwilling to diſmiſs this 
Argument, till it has had its proper Effes 
upon the Hearts and Conſciences of the Rea- 
ders; bur I muſt draw to a Concluſion, which 
I will do with a few Conliderations, humbly 
praying that the Great Lord and Maſter of 
the Aſſemblies would drive every Nail to the 
Head, and ſo faften it in the Heart, that thc 
Power and Policy of the Devil may neyer 
draw it out. 


1. Confideration. What preat Reaſon have 
we to Adorn the Doqrine of our God and 
Saviour, when we have been the Cauſe, or 
given the Occaſion to its Diſhonour. Ju- 
ttice demands thar we ſhould heal it, becauſe 
we have wounded it. I perſuade my elf 
that there are many under the Rebukes of 
their own Hearts, that the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt has been evil ſpoken of 
through their irregular Converſations ; I hope 
too that many have repented, and that God 
has pardon'd the Iniquity of their Sin; bur 
yer God will bear a Teſtimony againſt their 
carelets and common Behaviour, tho' he has 
pardon'd the Sin. Thus he deale with David, 
2 Same xit. 13, 14. The Lord hath put away 
thy fn, thou (halt nat die. Neverthelzfs becauſe 
by this died ihou haſt given ereat occaſion to 
; the 
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the enemies of theLord to blaſpheme ; the Child that 
zs born unto thee ſhall die. In what way the Jea- 
lous God will bear Witneſs againſt the preſent 
Generation of Profeſlors, for the Scandals they 
have given, I preſume not to determine ; 
molt certain it is, he will not put up the At- 
front without Repentance and Reformation. 
The ſafeſt Courſe for every- one of us is, to 
confeſs our Sins, ro take Shame to our {eives, 
ro give Glory to God, and not to bluth ac 
our Repentance, when the only thing ſhould 
make us bluſh, is our Sins. 


2. Conſideration. Adorning the Goſpel by 


a ſuitable Converſation, will prove the bett 


expedient to ſecure its Preſence with us. If 
we think it not worth the Adorning, we may 
queſtion, whether God will think it worth 
his Continuing and ProteQing. "Twas dit- 
ingenuous in A#ſalom, to {purn his poor Si- 
Ker out of doors, when he had defiled her; 
bur the Juſtice of God will be manifeſt, if he 
removes our Goſpel which we have batzly 
proſtituted. *Tis his own threatning to rhe 
Church of Eph:ſus, Rev. ii. 5. Remember from 
whence thou art fallen and repent, or elſe I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Can- 
aleſtick out of its place, except thou repent. A 
Father rakes away the Childrens Bread, when 
they crumble it in ſcorn upon the Ground ; 
and if he indulges them Candle to piay, 

yer. 
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yer will not allow them ir ro fight and quarrel. 

Let us conſult the Hiſtories of Antient 
Times, they will inform us, that Religion 
was never rooted out by Perſecution, till it 
had been made cheap by the Profanation of 
Profeſſors. The Primitive Chriſtians proved 
this Truth, that Religion flouriſhr fairer, and 
grew faſter when it was watered with the 
Blood of the Martyrs. Proſperity, and that 
Looſneſs which commonly attends it, was the 
Poyſon pourcd out into the Church. The fre- 
quent mowing down of Chriſt's Field, makes 
it come up the rhicker, and greener. Plures 
effcimur quoties metimur, was Tertullian's Ob- 
ſervation. Debauching Proſperity has been 
the greateſt Enemy that ever Religion "had 
in the World ; /ſa. v. 4 when God looked, as 
after all his Coſt and Pains he might well 
look, that his Vineyard ſhould bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes: Go 
to now (faith he) Ill tell you what Þ will do to 
my vineyard, I will take away the hedge thereof, 
and it fhall be eaten up, and break down the 
wall thereof, and it [hall be trodden down, and I 
will lay it waſte. 

The Policicks of Earth are vaſtly different 
from thoſe of Heaven, both in the Securing 
and the Adorning Religion. The Methods of 
humane Wiſdom to ſecure Religion, proceed 
thus. They hedge it abour with ſtrict Laws 
and ſcyere Penalties, which ſometimes arc 

as 
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as cruel as the Crimes they would reſtrain 
are Enormous ; and. whilſt by theſe Artifices 
they would entail Religion upon Poſterity, 
corruption of DoQtine, defiling of Worſhip, 
and looſneſs of Manners provokes God to 
cut off the Entail. And thus when we have 
loft the Power of Religion upon our Hearts, 
and the Purity of it in our Lives, our Care 
is to ſupply the Defect, by trimming and 
tricking it up with gaudy ceremonial Or- 
naments. How much more beautiful were 
our firſt Parents in their Original Nakednelſs, 
than when the Senſe of Sin and Shame taught 
them to patch together a few Fig-leaves to 
cover it ; but Religion is its own Strength, 
its own Beauty. 'Tis its own Ornament and 
Munimenr ; nothing adorns, nothing ſecures 
Religion, but -Religion. Let us therefore 
ſhew an Exemplary Converſation, and this 
will Beautify, this will Fortify it better than 
all our politick Contrivances, and fruitful In- 
Ventions. | 

[cr was a Glorious Promiſe which God gave 
ro the Goſpel-Church, under the Notion of 
Feruſalem ; Zech. ii. q, 5. FJeruſalem ſhall be in- 
habited as Towns without walls and bulwarks. 
For I, ſaith the Lord, will be a wall of fire 
round about her, and mill be th: glory in the 
midſt of her. Holineſs engages God's ſpecial 
Preſence, and that Preſence is our Protection. 


Secure God's Glory in the Center, and we 
ſhall 
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ſhall have a Wall of Fire in the Circumfes 
rence. A parallel Promiſe we have, 1/a. iv. 5. 
Upon all the Glory, there ſhall be a Defence. 
If therefore we are careleſs of that Glory, ler 
us make what Walls we can, our Walls of 
Water and of Wood will deceive us ; no- 
thing bur ſuch a Holineſs as will engage 
the Divine Preſence and Protection can 1e- 
cure us, and the Goſpel of Go our Saviour 
unto us. 


3- Canfideration. Nothing but a holy ex- 
emplary Converſation can poſlibly propagate 
the Goſpel abroad ; our Lives {peak louder 
than our Words ; and we may with more 
eaſe live Men over, than diſpute them over 
ro Chriſt. Let us be never ſo Zealous in 
our Arguings, they will readily retort it up- 
on us; Why do you periuade to go to Z70n, 
when you your ſelves are running to Babylon? 
In vain did we plead with others ro Turn, 
and look towards Heaven, if we are tread- 
ing the broad way that kads towards Hell. 
Do we then, .indeed, with well to the 
Kingdom of Chriſt > Should we- rejoyce 
to - the heathen given him for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermoſt .parts of the earth for 
his poſſeſſions > Firſt, remove the ſtumbling 
Blocks we have laid in the way of their Con- 
verſion, then win them over by an' Hea- 
venly, Holy, Sober, Righteous Converſation ; 
{peak 
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ſpeak ſo that Men may ſee that what you 
| ſpeak you belicye ro be Truth. 

There were more brought in and con- 
verted in the firſt Twenty Years of t2 Ne- 
formation, than in the lait Century ; and of 
our few Modern Converts it's to be ferr'd 
ſome of them need Convertor: 

This was the Glory of the early Days of 
Chriſtianity, 4. 2.46. They continin:d daily 
with one accord in the Temple, and treaking 
bread from houſe to houſ:, did eat their meat 
with gladneſs and fingleneſs of heart, praiſing 
God, — And the Lord added daily to the Church 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. And the ſame Suc- 
cels the Goſpel had upon the ſame reaſon, 
AF. ix. 31. Th:n had th: Church:s reſt, 
and were edified, and walking in the fear of 
the Lord, and the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt 
mere multiplied. 

4. Conſideration. The Adorning of the Go- 
{pel by a holy practical Converſation, would 
contribute much to the healing of our pre- 
ſent deplorable Diviſions, our ſcandalous Se- 
parations, and that Spirit of frowardneſs and 
perverſeneſs which has poſleſs'd this preſent 
Generation. 

The Differences amongſt us are not ſo 
great as are imagined, nor yet ſo {mall as 
not to be lamented ; Wiſdom, Humility, and 


a temper of Moderation, might have ma- 
K naged 
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naged as great Matters as theſe came ro, 
without any notable Scandal ; bur a Spirit 
of Pride, Hatred, uncharitable Cenſoriouſneſs, 
has inflamed theſe little things to a prodigious 
htighr: Now the proceſs was thus. 

Some Profeflors had given Offence by rheir 
remiſs, or perhaps ſome irregular Walking, -- 
there began the Offence ; firſt at the Perſon, 
then ar the Profeſſion. The Diſgult at one 
grew up to a Diſguſt againſt all of the ſame 
Denomination ; from an Offence at rhe Per- 
{ons, it grew up into a Ditltaſte of their Wor- 
ſhip, and Adminiſtrarioas, and when this di- 
viding Zcal had uſurpt the Title of Divine 
Fervour, then Heaven and Earth, Church and 
State, muſt be involved in unquenchable 
Flames. This was therefore the generous Spi- 
rit of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. xi. 12. What 7 do, that 
T will do, that 7 may cut off occaſion from them 
mhich d:fire occaſion, that wherein they glory, 
they may be found even as ne. 

Bur T muſt ſhut up this Diſcourſe, which 
a fincere defire to reſtore our Holy Religion 
ro its due Honour and Repute, has made to 
grow under my hands, to a bulk far greater 
chan art firſt deſigned. 

Give me leave to reaſlume my Exhorta- 
tion ; I beleech you Brethren by the Mercies 
of God, and the Bowels of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, that you would conſider and piry the 
fad Caſe of his bleſſed Goſpel, which has 

20h been 
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been wounded either by our hands, or through 
our ſides; and make it your great Buſineſs to 
Aaorn it in All things. 1 deny not but though 
you ſhould walk like Angels, there are a Ge- 
neration of Men would reproach you as De- 
vils ; bur yer there are many Curable Souls, 
whoſe Reconciliation to the Ways of God, 
wants nothing, waits for nothing ſo much, 
as that you ſhould ſhew them the way to 
Heaven by your Heavenly Example : And 
that our Endeavours may be ſucceſsful, let 
us all join with the Prophet in his Pious 
Prayer, Hab. iii. 2. O Lord 7 have heard thy 
ſpeech and was afraid : O Lord revive thy work 
in the midſt of the years, in the midſt of the 
years make known; in wrath remember mercy. 
Amen. 


